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THE M.O.W. FACTORY-MADE HOUSBwwistiry 6¢ itiiion 


HE emergency house on exhibition at Millbank, 

which was-fully described and illustrated in our 
issue of May 5, is undoubtedly a highly commendable 
effort to meet the demands of the near future for 
reasonably suitable houses that can be rapidly pro- 
duced and erected. It is economical in plan, and, 
subject to some minor points, to which we shall 
refer later on, convenient in its arrangement. 

It is severely simple in design, and if skill is 
adopted in grouping and setting, would compare 
advantageously as to general amenity and_ effect 
with many more ambitious attempts at design. We 
can picture these houses ona well-chosen site, preferably 
with some existing trees and supplementary planting, to 
soften the somewhat rigid asperity of the design, giving 
a much pleasanter impression than that of such places 
as Peacehaven and other developments that might 
be quoted. 

It has been suggested that the actual cost of the 
structure would be about £550, but to this the cost of 
preparing the site and the roads, supplies and sewerage 
would have to be added. As the houses are one storey 
in height, they naturally occupy a larger area than those 
of the usual type and would each require a frontage 
of between 40 and 50 feet. This involves very careful 
study of the group planning and what could be demanded 
in respect of the provision of access roads and the 
plotting of services. There is also the consideration 
that it is assumed that only a limited life is anticipated 
for these homes, and though this may well prove to be 
longer than the normal estimate for some other types 
of factory-made structures, there is no doubt that in 
time replacement will take place, and though it is 
difficult to prophesy as to the exact type of house that 
will follow them, any layout may well take this point 
into consideration. 

Such houses as these could be sited at about twelve 
to the acre, and it may well be that no increase in this 
density may ever be desirable; it_ is approximately 
that of Bournville, but with smaller frontages and 
increased depth the roads and services could be much 
more economically planned. It might be appropriate 
to alternate the roads between temporary and per- 
manent ones so that sites originally 50 feet by 80 feet 
were changed on reconstruction to 25 feet by 160 feet 
by abandoning the temporary roads and thus reducing 
the maintenance costs of roads,etc. Other less obvious 
devices might be employed to anticipate the changes 
that would be suited to alterations in the types of 
houses to be built at a future date, but it must be ad- 
mitted that it is by no means easy to forecast the 
changes that may take place in the social structure 
during the next thirty years or so, and this may be 
regarded as an additional justification for the erection 


of such emergency houses as these proposed by the 
Ministry of Works. The extent to which site planning 
should be temporary or permanent is mainly an 
economic one, as is that of the life these houses are 
assumed to possess. We think it may be accepted 
that they will meet the needs of the coming emer- 
gency. 

It is interesting to compare the plan with some of 
those brought back by the Mission that visited the 
U.S.A. and recently on exhibition at Old Palace Yard, 
Westminster. There are no marked differences in the 
character of the accommodation provided, and the 
British one appears at least equally sound as regards 
arrangement and equipment, 

The M.O.W. design has been criticised as regards the 
approach to the bedrooms through the living-room or 
the kitchen. We do not see any serious objection to 
this, but think that the access to the living-room by 
way of the kitchen would be most unpopular; if the 
housewife receives a call from a visitor she would 
certainly not want to take him—or her—through the 
kitchen, but direct from the hall; no access is shown 
this way, presumably because it would destroy the 
fireside. Some way should be found to meet this peint. 
Then the position of the bathroom ia relation to the 
bedrooms must be questioned; its location off the 
hall might suit a miner who requires a complete ablution 
when he comes home from work; but for most other 
people the arrangement by which anyone in a bedroom 
has to pass through either the kitchen or the living- 
room and kitchen into the hall before reaching the 
bathroom would be most unsatisfactory, In our view, 
the positions of the kitchen and bathroom should be 
reversed and a small lobby, which would involve the 
sacrifice of but little valuable space, should open into 
the two bedrooms, the bathroom and the living-room ; 
thus access between all these rooms could be secured, 
and the doors being across the angles of the rooms in 
no way reduces their convenience. These variations 
would involve some minor adjustments, but nothing 
affecting the general constructive lines of the plan nor 
the unit system adopted for it. 

One important merit this design possesses, that of a 
clean-cut efficiency, both in its general conception and 
its equipment, which will influence those who occupy 
these houses in drawing them unconsciously away from 
the too prevalent taste for illogical decorative effects, 
which are so often the stock-in-trade of the inferior 
type of speculative builder and by which he attracts 
his public and induces it to overlook the drawbacks of 
slipshod planning and construction. We can afford 
to pass through a stage, even if it is slightly harsh and 
dull, if it tends to banish the meretricious from future 
building. 
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THE R.A. PLAN: 


ROAD, RAIL ANDJRIVER IN 
LONDON : 


THE Royal Academy Planning Com- 
mittee have based the work now on view 
at Burlington House (some examples of 
which are illustrated in these pages) on 
the plan preening for the London County 
Council by Mr. J. H. Forshaw and Pro- 
fessor Patrick Abercrombie. The Com- 
mittee have concentrated on the two 
most important features of that plan— 
namely, communications by road and 
railway. Their suggestions are concerned 
with the following features of London’s 
plan of communications :— »* 

(1) The Ring Road “A”; (2) the sub- 
arterial road yey pestientaciz in the 
area lying to the south of the River and 
including the South Bank; (3) the use of 
traffic roundabouts as shopping and 
business centres, and the separation of 
pedestrian and vehicular traffic; (4) pro- 
vision of parking spaces and garages; (5) 
the City Ring, and its relation to the Ring 
Road “A”; and (6) main line loopway 
railway connections with the tube rail- 
ways. 

Main interest will concentrate on the 
Committee’s plan for Ring Road “A”: 
the Committee consider that the London 
Plan proposals would be improved if this 
road were treated as arterial rather than 
sub-arterial. Planning authorities seem 
to be agreed, the Committee considers, as 
to the general location of this Ring, but 
it is the degree of importance attachin 
to it, and its consequent character an 
type, that appear to the Committee to 
need reconsideration. They suggest that 
this Ring should be the dominant one, 


and superior to the other Rings farther 
out. If it were constructed at a different 
level—it is suggested it be sunk—the time 
required for travelling between any two 


points of its total length of 12 miles 
would, at a speed of 30 miles an hour, 
be 12 minutes. The route for Ring “A” 
avoids existing main roads, and has been 
taken, as far as possible, through proper- 
ties that are decayed and are in need of 
reconstruction. 

Another revolutionary proposal is that 
travellers from the suburbs to London 
should be able to stay in the trains that 
bring them from the north, south, east or 
west, instead of alighting at the termini; 
for those trains would be conducted down 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR TREATMENT OF 


to the low-level tube railway by which - 


passengers would reach their ultimate 
destination. 

The Committee have also made pro- 
vision for the convenience and pleasure 
of shopping, by means of an entirely 
original scheme. New and_ spacious 
shopping centres have been created, and 


fast traffic, slow traffic and shoppers are ~ 


no longer exasperatingly and perilously 
intermingled; for these shopping centres 
have been detached from speeding traffic, 
and though only a few feet divide them 
the separation is complete. The 
leisurely and carefree conditions of the 
old market-place have been restored, 
though developed and improved to suit 
modern life. : 

In a foreword, Sir Giles Gilbert Scott 
(Chairman, Royal Academy Planning 
Committee) writes: ‘‘The imaginative 
approach has too long been scorned as 
unpractical and out of touch with reali- 
ties; and after nearly a century of so- 
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SOUTH BANK AT WATERLOO BRIDGE. 


called realistic approach people are 
wondering if the imaginative dreamers 
were not, after all, the practical realists. 
The Royal Academy Planning Com- 
mittee, having directed their first efforts 
to a general esthetic approach, have now 
turned their attention to the practical 
detail of the problem, and one of the 
most important features of any town plan 
—the communications, both road and 
rail. As regards the roads, the Committee 
have had the advantage of the advice on 
traftic problems of Mr. H. Alker Tripp, 
C.B.E., Assistant Commissioner of Police, 
and they have endeavoured to show that 
practical efficiency need not be divorced 
from orderly and tidy planning, and that 
such planning helps and encourages the 
design of fine buildings. Some of the 
proposals here put forward are revolu- 
tionary, but they are, nevertheless, in 
most cases, only new methods of attain- 
ing the objectives recommended in the 
L.C.C. County of London Plan.” 


VIEW OF MODEL SHOWING RELATIONSHIP OF RING ROAD “A” TO A BUSINESS AND SHOPPING AREA. 
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A PROPOSAL FOR A SUNKEN GARDEN AT PICCADILLY CIRCU 


THE R.A. PLAN FOR LONDON. 
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ARCHITECTURE AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY 


By G, MAXWELL AYLWIN. 

It is generally taken as the essence 
of the critic’s make-up that he should 
approach his task with an open mind, 
ready to treat it objectively, free from 
all preconceived ideas. If that be so 
the writer must confess his fault, and 
admit to the habit of expectations. And 
surely these war years have provided 
some sort of an excuse for indulgence, 
in that the mere fact of the defiant 
resolution of this very British institu- 
tion at Burlington House to keep faith 
with its public prevents us approach- 
ing its annual occasion in cold blood. 
One can hardly be hypercritical to- 
wards such a brave adventure. 

In the middle of the London 
“ blitz’ we were bound to expect a 
rehash of old favourites as the backbone 
of the show, nor could we reasonably 
anticipate much more in the following 
year when the threat remained. And 
last year, with the tide setting strongly 
in favour of the Allies, the first signs 
of a serious planning mood were ac- 
cepted in a spirit of optimism... Surely 
this year with all the massive forces 
poised for our final blow, we are bound 
to anticipate a still firmer emphasis 
upon reconstruction. ‘If we do not 
find it we must seek some excuse for 
its absence, which will be hard to find 
unless we are content to join in the 
ancient croaks of those who have al- 
ways found a cheap satisfaction in 
treating the Academy as fair game. It 
would certainly not suffice to say that 
the planners are too busy to show their 
work in popular shape, for Art never 
works in the dark. And it would be a 
shocking thought if it were pleaded 
that too many. of our professional 
draughtsmen are otherwise engaged. 

Surely we can risk this opening 
statement: “ The keynote of the ex- 
hibition is Post-War Reconstruction 
and Planning,” and with blue pencil in 
hand approach with confidence to see 


Drawu vy U. Vowies- vuysey. 


what visions of a great future we can 
find 


At first sight and for the second 
time visiting a larger gallery, we are 
bound to be struck by the small size of 
the architectural show, in spite of the 
massive contribution of the Academy 
Planning Committee itself, which 
accounts for between a quarter and a 
third of its “‘ yardage.” A round fifty 
exhibits there are from other sources, 
and of these, sixteen are of ecclesiastic 
subjects and eight of familiar pre-war 
municipal schemes. Twenty-six other 
exhibits to show what the architects 
of the country are doing to prepare for 
the New World! Surely an amazing 
and incredible. disproportion, and 
inevitably disappointing to those who 
have comforted themselves with the 
feeling that up and down the country 
those architects who are free to do so 
must have been devoting all their 
spare attention to this exciting job of 
reshaping our previously deformed 
development. 

However, that. is how matters stand, 
and we must make the best of what is 
offered—and there is indeed some first- 
class stuff-to look at, including the 
Academy plan. 

In this, the exhibition of 22 -fine 
pieces, numbered 1087 in the cata- 
logue, we see the Academy Committee 
in somewhat different mood from that 
of last year, when the note was de- 
finitely academic and the stress archi- 
tectural. Now, with communications 
as the chief subject of study, the note 
is one of ingenuity, with architecture 
only a fine skeleton. The Ring Road 
and the City Loopway have received 
some very practical] attention and the 
treatment of the former as sunk below 
the general traffic level is not only fine 
in its main idea but very ably ex- 
pounded by model and sketch. Mr. Hep- 
worth’s lively work in this connection 
is admirable, as is the clear statement 


in Mr. A. C, Webb’s drawings. The 
large map of the area is also well 
shown, and invites criticism -by its 
precise terms. The position at Vaux- 
hall, for instance, seems to invite.com- 
plications in the way the new layout 
is superimposed upon existing con- 
ditions, regardless of their lines. No 
doubt the committee hag its solution, 
but fails to make its point clear upon 
this important spot. And one can 
hardly feel happy about the close re- 
building round the sides of St. Paul’s 
where from the larger details it appears 
that a building line is proposed partly 
in advance of the already close front- 
tages of St. Paul’s.Churchyard. It is 
true that gaps are contrived to force the 
vistas upon the transepts, but it is diffi- 
cult to feel comfortable about this seem- 
ingly deliberate masking of the side 
facades. 

Nor does the idea of a sunken gar- 
den in Piccadilly-circus commend it- 
self to the mind, remembering that 
already the skyline of our rebuilt 
streets is-far too high for gracious pro- 
portion. 

But these small criticisms are upon 

only a few details of a scheme which 
is packed with good sense and shrewd 
judgment, and it would be unjust to 
withhold a very full measure of ap- 
proval for a bold piece of major plan- 
ning. 
“ Turning to the general section, a 
very imposing and topical exhibit is 
Professor A. E. Richardson’s scheme 
for the reconstruction of University 
College. Many will have heard with 
deep concern of the damage which 
Wilkins’s masterpiece has suffered, and 
to see its restoration on the board so 
soon is very heartening. A well-drawn 
axonometric by Mr. E. A. 8. Houfe, 
illustrates the scheme clearly (1088). 

Mr. Howard V. Lobb’s two exhibits, 
Nos. 1101 and 1137, show the Brentford 
Redevelopment scheme very clearly in 


SOUTHAMPTON COUNTY OFFICES. C. COWLES-VOYSEY, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT. 
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‘Dele by 4. A. 8. Houfe. 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, LONDON. DESIGN FOR NEW AND REMODELLING OF EXISTING BUILDINGS. 
A. E. RICHARDSON, R.A., F.R.1.B.A., ARCHITECT. 


a bird’s-eye view and model, except 
that like most of such completed_re- 
presentations, the absence of a map 
from which to trace the new with the 
old by way of commentary tends to 
limit interest to local knowledge. In 
some respects Mr. Louis de Soissons’s 
scheme for the Canonbury Estate shares 
this disability, though without hiding 
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its sound planning strokes (No. 1100). 
A group of eight examples of pro- 
posed post-war and war-time housing 
attracts immediate notice and contains 
a great deal of very heartening work. 
The range of treatment is wide with 
an example of light construction about 
which we hear so much and see sv, 
little at one end of the scale, and a set 


of handsome but somewhat mannered 
cottages under wealthy patronage on 
the other. Between these extremes 
there are several sound examples fol- 
lowing the sensible lines which archi- 
tectural thought established after the 
last war. = 

Of these, the Welwyn Garden City 
group No. 1105, by Mr. C. H. James, is 
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ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL, s.W. : MODEL OF DESIGN AWARDED FIRST PREMIUM IN OPEN COMPETITION, 1939. 


typical, and suggests that the problem 
of the small house has remained fairly 
constant through the modern genera- 
tion. Less familiar in outer appear- 
ance owing to the special pressure of 
war, Mr. Arthur Wm. Kenyon’s two ex- 
hibits of war-time types in the Wirral, 
and in Lancashire, Nos. 1106 and 1111, 
contrive to preserveta sense of serenity 

















Drawn by Peter Shepheard, 


COTTAGES ON L.C.C. WATLING ESTATE. 


W. H. WATKINS AND PARTNERS, ARCHITECTS. 


which this able architect always 
manages to keep in widely differing 
circumstances. And in these last three 
examples photographs state facts with- 
out the help of a draughtsman’s 
artistry, and remain justified in the 
face of them. 

Mr. F. R. 8S. Yorke, with an exhibit 
of skilful and attractive realism (No. 

















1098) evokes the comment: ‘‘ Almost 
thou persuadest me to become a— 
Modernist!” This bright rendering 
of lightly faced construction looks so 
plausible in this most able drawing that 
one almost forgets the hard wear and 
tear the modern cottage must receive, 
not only by occupancy but by the dras- 
tic test of the English climate. That 











F. R. S. YORKE, A.R.1.B.A., ARCHITECT, 





Drawn by John L. Denman. 
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ERIDGE CASTLE, SUSSEX : NEW SOUTH FRONT. JOHN L. DENMAN, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT. 


surely is the great “‘ query” that makes 
even progressively minded people 
pause long before departing far from 
the simple building traditions of the 
English cottage. One has something of 
the same feeling with No. 1117, by 
Mr. Charles Read, which shows agri- 
cultural types of sufficient simplicity 
to command respect. The overshadow- 
ing of the parlour windows on both 
fronts and the somewhat skinny cop- 
per flues at the ends are minor defects 
in planning and appearance respec- 
tively. 

Mr. J. E. Stocks shows a pleasant 
view of agricultural cottages for the 
Harewood Estate; well rendered by Mr. 
Peter Shepheard (No. 1099) with a nice 
regard for the wider expression of 
estate architecture, though one shud- 
ders to think of the post-war cost. 

In the industrial field, which must 
be one of the first to revive if our 
dreams of better things are to come 
true, there are several very good 
examples. The three subjects of 
Messrs. Stanley Hall, Easton and 
Robertson (two of them railway 
examples) (Nos. 1107, 1112 and 1114) 
are excellent, the Essex example hav- 
ing a bold concrete platform canopy 
which is quite thrilling. Two factory 
welfare examples, a Messroom at Red- 
ditch, by Mr. F. W. B. Yorke (No. 1104) 
and an Aircraft Factory Canteen by 
Mr. Howard V. Lobb (No. 1121) are well 
up to the high standard which the 
modern architect has set in this class 
of work, and which has advanced so 
sensibly from the not-so-old but much 
dated Great West Road days. 

The great departed President leaves 
a memory of his quiet technique in a 
large sheet of drawings, for so slight 
a subject, illustrating a Book Produc- 
tion Centre at Brockham Green, Surrey 
(No. 1092). 

Most. of the examples of municipal 
offices and civie centres are already so 
familiar that little need be added to 
previous comment. 
the somewhat uncomfortable feeling 
that within that great spate of work 
which flowed during the ten or fifteen 
years prior to the war, the architects 


One is left with . 


of the country did not rise to the occa- 
sion very satisfactorily. Mr. Hep- 
worth’s Wiltshire County Offices (No. 
1127) still holds its own as a fine 
scholarly design, but in the Waltham- 
stow -building (No. 1123) the same 
designer has lost restraint both in 
his architecture and draughtsmanship. 
Mr. Cowles-Voysey also shows in-and- 
out form, his Southampton Offices (No 
1119) being finely proportioned, while 
his Guildford design (No. 1120) lacks 
some of the quality which tempers the 
self-discipline of highly restrained 
architecture. 

No exhibition of contemporary work 
would be complete without an ecclesi- 
astical section, but it does small ser. 
vice to the Chureh to suggest that one 
in three of the buildings now being 
erected fall within this class. Yet that 
is the proportional representation in 
this show, and it is undoubtedly de- 
ceptive and false in the impression it 
is bound to give. There are, indeed, 
some fine examples, notably the two 
very able renderings by Mr. Harveys 
of the Church of Scotland, Pont-street, 
by Mr. Edward Maufe (Nos. 1089 and 
1093). This is very impressive stuff, 
and Mr. Maufe at his very good best. 
It is also refreshing to those of a pass- 
ing generation to see the name of 
Temple Moore associated with the 
Church (No. 1090), and the name of 
Moore (Mr. Leslie T. Moore) «stili 
linked to St. Wilfrid’s, Harrogate (No. 
1113). The remaining exhibits in this 
class are of passing interest’, with the 
inevitable quota. of stained-glass 
subjects. f 

Two lone exhibits of domestic archi- 
tecture outside the rehousing group, 
lend a welcome reminder that normal 
practice lies ahead somewhere. Mr. 
Denman’s modest study of Eridge 
Castle, New South Front (No. 1125) is 
quite lovely both in its architecture 
and sensitive rendering, maintaining 
the high standard we have learned to 
expect from this able architect. Mr. 
Louis de Soissons’s House at Newbury 
near by (No. 1118) may suffer a little 
in contrast but shows sound, buildable 
architecture. 


SCULPTURE AT THE ROYAL 
ACADEMY; 


War may be termed architectural 
sculpture is poorly represented at this 
year’s’ Royal Academy, which -is under- 
standable when it is remembered that 
normal building operations are practically 
at a standstill. Even in the recent past, 


‘with the austerity of present-day architec- 


ture, sculptural relief to break up mono- 
tony was often absent. Portrait busts and 
small groups predominate this year. 
Amongst these is a head in marble of Sir 
Herbert Baker (No. 1179), by Charles 
Wheeler, R.A., which is a good likeness. 
‘* Fragment — Marble ’’—a_ girl’s head 
(No. 1176)—by Allan Howes, is vigorous 
and excellently modelled—a striking piece 
of work. Sir W. Reid Dick, R.A., shows 
a good head of H.M. the King (No. 1224). 
‘* Aphrodite II,’’ in Portland stone (No. 
1256), by Charles Wheeler, R.A:, pur- 
chased by the Royal Academy, is a fine 
work on academical lines of decorative or 
architectural character. The late Chas. 
Doman’s ‘‘ Call of Spring ’’ (No. 1172), a 
statuette group in marble, is a pleasing 
composition carried out on _ traditional 
lines; the same remarks apply to his 
** Sea Horse ’’ (No. 1183) statuette group 
in marble. David Evans’s ‘‘ Song Birds ” 
(No. 1202), a garden figure in bronze, is 
a striking, well-modelled figure, also. on 
academical lines. Siegfried Charoux’s 
‘‘Boy and Girl’’ (No. 1258) group in 
terra-cotta suggests suitability for a garden 
pool. ‘‘ Offspring,’’ statuette in pear- 
wood by Charles Wheeler, R.A. (No. 
1260), although it appears attenuated, is 
distinctly attractive in the spirit. of its 
execution, grouping and material, which 
is a pleasing colour. ‘‘ Group for Small 
Pool,” by Richard Garbe, R.A. (No. 
1233), suggests suitability for purpose in 
its well-considered eo ar execu 
tion. ‘‘ Spirituelle,”’ a garden figure in 
Portland stone, by Gilbert Ledward, R.A. 
(No. 1259), is also a fine piece of work. 

Many other subjects have their attrac- 
tiveness, but do not come within the 
purview of this paper. It is particularly 
noticeable that unorthodox treatment 0! 
subjects is much less in evidence than in 
past years. 
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EXPERIMENTAL HOUSES 
FOR THE CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 


HERBERT J. MANZONI, M.INST.C.E., CITY ENGINEER AND SURVEYOR. 


THe immediate provision of housing 
accommodation throughout the country is 
probably the most important problem of 
the immediate post-war period, and in the 
City of Birmingham, owing to the general 
deterioration of house property during the 
war, the cessation of slum clearance 
schemes for the time being and the de- 
struction of thousands of houses by enemy 
action, it is estimated that 15,000 to 
20,000 new houses are required to meet 
the immediate need, apart from future 
requirements, This programme involves 
the he ey of sites and their develop- 
ment by the provision of the requisite 
services, roads, drainage works, the 
supply of water, gas and electricity, and 
the various educational and social ameni- 
ties, including shops, schools, churches 
and public buildings. A recent scheme 
of the appropriate Ministries will, it is 
hoped, enable some of this work of pre- 
paration to be completed before the war 
is over. 

The item of paramount importance, 
however, is the dwelling-house, and it’ be- 
comes necessary to consider in what 
manner and with what materials and 
labour it can be provided in large num- 
bers at sufficient speed to meet the tre- 
mendous demand which is anticipated 
with the demobilisation of the Forces and 
the return of transferred workers to their 
normal homes when the war ends. To 
meet the inherent difficulties many sug- 
gestions have been put forward, which 


fall mostly into two categories—wholesale 
prefabrication adopting unorthodox 
materials, and purely temporary housing 
erected to last only a few years until more 
normal building methods can overtake the 
demand. 

After much thought and investigation 
the Public Works Committee evolved a 
plan for a new type of building in which 
prefabrication is used for as many fea- 
tures as are considered suitable for this 
treatment, and for those elements in con- 
nection with which labour and materials 
are likely to cause delay a temporary re- 
placeable substitute is adopted. A com- 
mencement has been made upon the erec- 
os of a pair of houses based upon this 
plan. 

The proposed structure consists of a 
light steel frame, within which a per- 
manent house interior can be constructed 
with any suitable materials, prefabricated 
or otherwise, and which can be clothed 
with either a. temporary or a permanent 
covering, the former, where used, being 
removed and substituted at a later date 
by permanent materials as these become 
available and the building industry 
stabilised. By this means houses could 
be quickly built with weatherproof outer 
coverings, such as asbestos or pressed 
steel, to last for a period of two or three 
years, and then be faced and roofed with 
more permanent and pleasing materials, 
such as brickwork and tiles. 

The whole of the house interior is con- 
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sidered to be suited to a large measure of 
prefabrication, and the adoption of the 
s frame has other important advan- 
tages. It also is adaptable to rapid pre- 
fabrication, and clothed with temporary 
materials would enable houses to be built 
very quickly. Moreover, it is quite pos- 
sible that if, during the lapse of years, 
there was a demand for a different type 
of house as the result of changing con- 
ditions, the position could be met to some 
extent because the steel frame has no 
internal supports, so that the inside of 
the house can be completely gutted, re- 
designed and rebuilt to meet conditions. 
It would, for instance, be possible to con- 
vert @ block of six houses into a block 
of four without disturbing the frame, the 
roof and possibly other tector or if it 
is found that a Jarger number of two- 
bedroomed houses were required, then 
three- or four-bedroom houses could be 
converted to meet these needs. 

By the use of an independent steel 
framework it will be possible to complete 
the roof and even the first floors before 
the outer shell is built. Protection would 
thus be afforded to the workmen during 
inclement weather and the inner lining 
and Y gina would similarly be pro- 
tected during erection, 

General Planning.—Although the main 
purpose of the experiment is to investi- 
gate the possibilities arising from the 
use of a light steel frame, opportunity 
has been taken to demonstrate certain 
a of house planning which have 

een adopted by the Committee. The 
living-room is kept as large as possible 
and is adjoined by a kitchen having ac- 
commodation for occasional meals, The 
kitchen is the result of close study by a 
small committee of women and has 
already been demonstrated by two full- 
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sized models. These rooms will be self-, 


contained and are planned in such a 
manner as not to serve as passageways 
between the other parts of the house. 
The washing and boiling of clothes 
should not take place in rooms used 
for normal occupation, and a fitted 
eee unit hag been placed in an 
outbuilding connected to the main build- 
ing by. a glass-covered yard. Alf bed- 
rooms will contain a built-in cupboard 
and the smallest size of bedroom used 
between the wars will, be eliminated. 
The bathroom and separate w.c. is pro- 
vided on the first floor and an additional 
w.c. is paveiged adjoining the laundry 
unit. The coal store is accessible under 
cover, and a small delivery - cupboard 
for the use of tradesmen is provided. 
Specification.—The steel frame consists 
of y ae steel] stanchions, roof trusses 
and floor beams of a special construction 
oroduced by Hills Patent Glazing Co., of 

Vest Bromwich. The stanchions will 
be incorporated in the cavity wall but 
not in the party wall between any two 
houses, neither wil! there..be any stan- 
chions within the space enclosed by the 
outer walls of the house, The floors and 
ceilings can be constructed either of 
light concrete units or any suitable 
sheeting material, including timber if 
available. 

The inner wall lining may be in foamed 
slag or any form of insulated wallboard. 
Floors, ceilings and inner lining must 
be capable of being prefabricated for 
quick erection. Window-frames are in 
steel]; door-frames may be of steel or 
wood; staircase can be of precast con- 
crete or timber. The plumbing is car- 
ried out on the one-pipe system and the 
whole of the piping is to be pre-assem- 
bled ready for rapid fixing in the house. 
Soil pipes and vent shafts will be ac- 
commodated in a duct. 

Hot water will be provided by a back 
boiler in the living-room grate and there 
will be radiators in the kitchen and in 

. the hall and a heating coil in the drying 
cupbeard. The living-room grate is de- 
signed to burn smokeless fuel and the 
flue is used in conjunction with a sur- 
rounding jacket to introduce heat on 
the first floor. 

Plastering is reduced to a minimum 
by using only a skimming coat on in- 
side walls and ceilings. Ample electric 
lighting points and power plugs are in- 
corporated in all rooms and_ wireless 
aerial and plug are also provided. The 
outer covering, in its temporary form, 
will consist of asbestos sheeting or any 
other material found to be suitable on 
both roof and walls, and is so arranged 
that it can be removed and used again 
and can be substituted by permanent 
brickwork and tiling without disturbing 
the occupation of the house, 

Costs—It is diffieult under present 
conditions to estimate the post-war cost 
of such a house, but there is no reason 
to believe that it will be more expensive 
than a house built by traditional 
methods. Careful costing of the experi- 
ment will form a guide for contractors 
tendering after the war. 

Period of Construction.—Provided the 
prefabrication is organised on a scale 
sufficiently great, it should be possible 
to erect such houses with their temporary 
outer covering in a matter of days, as 
compared with weeks or months occu- 
pied for a permanent house prior to the 
war, and the replacement with brick- 
work and tiles can effected as labour 
is available at a more leisurely speed 
which will ensure the amenity of good 
craftsmanship. Im any case there is very 
little wasted labour or material, and the 
cost of the F contgeae of a separate tem- 
porary dwelling with its drainage and 
other ‘services is completely eliminated. 

As a matter of fact, the steel frame 
shown in the photograph, the whole of 
which is welded by female labour, was 
erected on- the site in 17 hours, the win- 
dow-frames being clipped in position in 
a few minutes; the roof covering, in its 
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temporary form, and a complete founda- 
tion for the permanent tiling was’ com- 
pleted in three hours; the portion of 
temporary walling. in. position was fixed 


in two hours. Everything on the photo- 
graph, with the exception of the founda- 
tion brickwork, is prefabricated and can 
be. erected by unskilled labour. 
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NOTES. AND NEWS 


R.1.B.A. :Architectural Science Lectures. 

Toe R.1.B.A.. Architectural’ Science 
Board announces the fifth group of lec- 
tures on the results of recent scientific 
research which are of interest to archi- 
tects and all connected with the building 
industry, to be held at the R.I.B.A., 66, 
Portland-place, W.1. The syllabus is as 
follows :— 

Tuesday, June 6, at 6 p.m.—* Social 
Survey Technique of Obtaining Informa- 
tion for Housing,’ by Mr. Dennis Chap- 
man, B.Sc.Econ.(Lond.). Z'uesday, June 
13, at 6 p.m.—‘‘ Science and Housing,”’ 
by Mr. A. M. Chitty, M.A., F.R.LB.A. 


War Damaged and Destroyed Houses. 

A new Direction has been issued by the 
Treasury to the War Damage Commission 
to make clear the meaning of the Direc- 
tion published in October last which em- 
powered the Commission to pay for the 
repair or rebuilding of war-damaged 
houses—however extensive the damage— 
which were built since March 31, 1914, 
or were built before that date, but were 
at the time of damage structurally sound 
and, in the opinion of the Commission, 
reasonably equal in design, layout and 
amenities to a house of similar type built 
after that date. 

The new Direction states that the word 
“house ’’ does not include public-houses 
or buildings used for carrying on the busi- 
ness of an ‘hotel, boarding-house or similar 
establishment; converted railway car- 
riages, tramcars and similar structures; 
or any building which in the opinion of 
the Commission was so constructed as not 
to be suitable for use as a permanent 
building, or was wholly or mainly con- 
structed of materials unsuitable for use in 
the construction of permanent buildings. 
The new Direction also makes it clear that 
a house which has been temporarily 
diverted by war circumstances to other 
uses (for example, has been requisitioned 
for use as a store) is to have the benefit 
of the earlier Direction. 


Architects, Builders and Quantity 
Surveyors to Confer. 

A Joint Committee of the R.I.B.A. and 
the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers is to be set up to 
exchange views on matters of joint 
interest. The National Federation mem- 
bers of the Committee are: Mr. J. G. 
Gray, President; Messrs. G. W.. Buchanan 
and W. H. Forsdike, Vice-Presidents ; 
Mr. Leslie Wallis, immediate Past- 
President; and Messrs. H. T. Holloway, 
W. E. Fishburn, and W. F. Gibson. 

A Joint Committee is also to be set up 
with the Chartered Surveyors’ Institution 
Their Quantity Surveyors’ Committee 
have accepted the suggestion made by the 
National Federation and are appointing 
their Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Imme- 
diate Past-President and Honorary Secre- 
tary with one Quantity Surveyor member 
from their Council to meet National 
Federation representatives. 

This follows the announcement. that 
a Joint Committee of the R.I.B.A. 
and the London Master Builders’ Asso- 
ciation have held an inaugural meeting, 
under the chairmanship of Mr. W. H. 
Ansell, -P-P.R.I.B.A., at 66, Port- 
land-place. Those -present . were: Mr. 
W. H. Ansell, Mr, L. Sylvester Sullivan, 
Mr. Sydney Tatchell, Mr.. Michael .Water- 
house, and Mr. C. D. Spragg (Acting 
Secretary, R.I.B.A.), . representing - the 
architects; and Mr..A. H. Adamson, Mr. 
J..W. Galbraith, Mr. E. W. Garrett, Mr. 
H. C. Harland; Mr. W. E. Rice, Mr. P. 
Smallwood, Mr, C. C. Trollope, and Mr. 
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The Council of the Royal Institute of 

British Architects have gratefully accepted 

from Lady Emily Lutyens and Wing Com- 

mander Lutyens the gift of Sir William Reid 

Dick’s bust of the late Sir Edwin Lutyens, 

which was commissioned for Viceroy House, 
New Delhi. 


W. J., Rudderham (Secretary, L.M.B.A.), 
representing the builders. At the-invita- 
tion of the Committee, Mr. E. C. Harris 
and Mr. H: W. Langdon, representing 
the Chartered Surveyors’ Institution, 
also attended. 

Various matters of interest to the archi- 
tect and the builder were discussed, 
among them the form of-building con- 
tract to be used after the war, tendering 
on architects’ specifications and the pro- 
vision of bills of quantities, and methods 
of building in America as outlined in the 
report of the recent Building Mission to 
the United States. 








COMING EVENTS 


Friday, May 12. 
InsTITUTION OF SANITARY ENGineeRS. Mr. L. M. 
Read on “ Properties of Plastics and their Rela- 


tion to Sanitary Engineering.” Caxton Hall, 
S.W. 2.30 p.m. 

InstiTUTe oF Qvantity Surveyors (Yorks 
Branch). -Mr. W. T. Creswell, K.C., on ‘ Duties 
of the Quantity Surveyor.” Hotel Metropole, 
Leeds. 7 p.m. . 


Tuesday, May 16. : 

ARCHITECTURAL AssociATION. Debate on ‘“ Virtues 
and Vices of Architectural Journalism.” _ Pre- 
ceded by Election of Officers and Council for 
1944-5. 36, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 6 p.m. 

Hovsine Centre. Mr. Alan Slater, F.R.1B.A.. 
on “The Common Wealth Party’s Housing and 
Planning Policy.” 13, Suffolk-street, S.W. 


» L115 po (buffet lunch, 12.45 p.m.) 
L.M.B.A. (8. 


. (S.E. Area). Luncheon, addressed 
by Dr. E. Alec Woolf, Principal of Erith Techni- 
cal College, on ‘‘ Post-War Education for the 
Building Industry.”’ At Sidcup. 

Wednesday, May 17. 
InstiTUTE, oF WeLDING. Mr. J. Reeve on 
‘Factors Controlling the Weldability of Steel.” 
At Civil Engineers, Great George-street, S.W.1. 


5.30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 18. 

Institution or StrucruraL Enaineers. Annual 
Meeting. 11, Upper Belgrave-street, S.W.1. 
5.30 p.m. : 

EvectricaL Association FOR WomMeEN,_ Inc. 


Annual Meeting. 
place, W.C.2. 2 p. 


Friday, May 19. “ 
Royat Instirution. Mr. John Rothenstein on 
“State Patronage of Wall Painting in 
America.” 21, Albermarle-street, W.1. 5 p.m. 
Sai y, May. 20. 
ECCLESIOLOGICAL » ~ Commemoration 
Service, St; George’s, Bloomsbury, followed by 
a of the Church,:by John Summerson. 
2. p.m 


“Town AND CoUNTRY ~ PLANNING ‘ASSOCIATION. 
Conference at Forest School, Snaresbrook, E.17. 
Speaker: Gilbert McAllister. ? 


t Electrical Engineers, Savoy- 
m. 
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It was agreed to hold the next meeting 
of the Committee at the L.M.B.A. offices 
on July 5, when Mr. H. C. Harland will 
preside, 


A.A. and Architectural Journalism. 

On Tuesday, May 16, the ordinary 
general meeting of the Architectural As- 
sociation will take the form of a debate 
on ‘‘ The Virtues and Vices of Architec- 
tural Journalism.’? Mr. John Summer- 
son, A.R.1.B.A:, will be in the chair. 


Exeter City Architect. 

Havine continued in office at the re- 
quest of Exeter City Council since he 
reached the retiring age in March, 1940, 
Mr. J. Bennett, F.R.I.B.A., city archi- 
tect, has intimated his desire to retire 
‘at the convenience of the Council.” 
Applications are now invited by the City 
and County of the City of Exeter for the 
appointment of City Architect. Appli- 
cants must not be under 35 years of age. 
The person appointed, who must be a 
member of the R.I.B.A., will be respon- 
sible for designing and carrying out the 
Council’s architectural work, including its 
housing and educational building pro- 
grammes, etc. Applications, stating age, 
qualifications, and full record of experi- 
ence, together with copies of three recent 
testimonials, should be sent not later 
than June 2 to Mr. C. J. Newman, Town 
Clerk, Town Clerk’s Office, Exeter. ° 


Sir Clement Hindley. 

WE regret to record the death of Sir 
Clement Hindley, K:C.I-E., M.Inst.C.E., 
etc. After a long and successful career in 
the Indian railway service, he returned 
to England and engaged in many public 
activities. He .was'a member of the 
Channel Tunnel Committee, of the Forest 
Products Research Board, of the Building 
Research Board, of the General Board of 
the National Physical Laboratory and of 
the Advisory Council for Scientific and In- 
dustrial Research. He was chairman of 
the Steel Structures Research Committee, 
appointed by the last-named body in 1929, 
which after six and a half years of work 
issued in 1936 a third and final report em- 
bodying rules for the design of multi-storey 
buildings, such as hotels, offices and blocks 
of flats, more rational and exact than those 
contained in existing building codes. He 
was the first independent chairman of the 
Building and Civil Engineering Holidays 
Scheme Management, Ltd., an honorary 
post, and latterly had served as chairman 
of the Codes of Practice Committee of the 
Ministry of Works. He was President of 
the Institution of Civil Engineers in 1939. 


From The Builder of 1844 
Saturday, May 11, 1844. Price 3d. 
Sr, Gues-1n-THE-Fietps.—The locality 
called the Rookery, which is situate on 
the line of the new street that is to con- 
nect Oxford-street and Holborn, near 
Southampton-street, and which for many 
years has been the resort of the aban- 
doned of both sexes, is about to be re- 
moved for the improvements in this neigh- 
bourhood. . . . The purchaser of the pro- 
perty, which belonged to Colonel Buck- 
eridge, has great difficulty in getting rid 
of the inmates, and in some of the houses, 
though the roofs have been taken off, they 
still remain. 
* * * 
The small portion of. the promenade 
[before the Nelson Column in Trafalgar 
square] laid down in. cement was 
scarcely completed on the day of admis- 
sion of the public [which employed] 
sticks, -stones,- umbrellas,. and,. in some 
cases, hammers to test the solidity of the 
works. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


[Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other mattens of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessaril 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who will 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
as possible.) 

Prime Cost and Provisional Sums. 
To tHE Epiror or The Builder. 

Sir,—‘‘ G. J. 8.,’’ in his letter in your 
issue of Apri] 21, mentions that I missed 
a reference to one very debatable provi- 
sion (Welfare oe current in Air 
Ministry contracts, and asks if I will 
state my ideas on the way this item should 
be handled. Both ‘‘ Llama’ and I 
dealt with generalisations without refer- 
ence to contract documents, and were 
more concerned with broad principles than 
specific problems. 

The answer to any specific question can 
readily be given if all the data are known. 
In a much. regimented world the con- 
tractor retains few freedoms, and the 
ay 3 trade, like many others, is hag- 
ridden by the spectres of overmych con- 
trol arising out of the nightmare necessi- 
ties of total war. That is one of the 
many chains with which we have volun- 
tarily bound ourselves in order to attain 
ultimate liberty. The contractor does, 
however, retain two freedoms :— 

(a) He is free to make offer to perform 
the work at his own tendered price; and 

(b) He is free to accept or reject work 
offered to him in accordance with certain 
conditions known to him before he enters 
into a contract. 

The manner in which the contractor 

uses these two freedoms is his own affair, 
but once he has entered into a contract 
then he must be bound by the conditions 
of the contract documents, however irk- 
some those conditions may be. The 
answer to the specific question is that 
any item in the contract should be 
handled in a manner in which the con- 
tract provides that that particular item 
should be handled. 
_ Lam fully aware that I am avoiding the 
issue raised by “G. J. 8.’ in his letter, 
but obviously I cannot deal with par- 
ticular problems arising out of particular 
contracts, since a considered opinion 
would need to be preceded by a study of 
the particular documents and _ circum- 
stances, and this is no place to give such 
an opinion. 

I can, however, give a broad opinion 
upon welfare provisions generally. Where 
@ provisional: sum is included to provide 
for welfare services, then it is dealt with 
like any other provisional sum included 
to provide for services. If the contractor 
requires any additional percentage to re- 
imburse him for overheads. and provide 
him with profit, then he should include 
that percentage in his tender. That per- 
centage is the contractor’s own affair; he 
has to decide what is the percentage 
which will be high enough to satisfy his 
requirements and yet not so high as to 
imperil the balance of his tender. Similar 
experience should result in similar per- 
centages being included by similar types 
of tenderers. The reimbursement would 
thus be the net cost to the contractor of 
the services, plus the percentage allowed 
by him in his tender, minus the sums (if 
any) recovered from the persons using the 
amenities provided and minus the credit 
value of any recovered equipment. I see 
no redson why the contractor should not 
be required to carry out the service him- 
self instead of through a specialist, neither 
do I see why the contractor should receive 
any percentage on net cost if he did not 
allow such a percentage upon the original 
included sum. Although this. is only a 
speculative. opinion hased upon inadequate 
data, I feel that no difficulty would. arise 


in a settlement based upon these’ princi- 
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ples. It is merely a question of stating 
clearly in the contract documents what 
services are to be provided, of including 
a provisional sum to cover reimbursement 
of the net, cost of providing the required 
services, of stating what items will be 
allowed to be charged as net cost against 
this provisional sum, and of giving the 
contractor the opportunity of adding a 
percentage to cover any required profit or 
costs not included as net costs chargeable 
against the provisional sum. 

Incidentally, ‘“‘G. J. 8.’’ rather appears 
to assume that services included under 
provisional sums should always be per- 
formed by specialists or sub-contractors. 
I cannot agree with this assumption; 
there is in my opinion no reason why the 
contractor should not perform such ser- 
vices if he is capable of performing them 
to the stated requirements, and many 
reasons why he should perform such ser- 
vices, Rex Procter, F.8.I., 

Chartered Quantity Surveyor. 

18, Queen-square, Leeds 2. 


Prefabricated Houses. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Sir,—One aspect of the present craze 
for prefabricated houses seems to be 
generally overlooked: the problem of 
skilled labour. 

To be of any use, prefabricated houses 
will have to be built immediately the war 
is over and before it is possible to train 
more craftsmen. It is no use saying that 
prefabricated houses will be built entirely 
by unskilled labour; craftsmen such as 
carpenters, plumbers, electricians and 
painters will be needed on both prefabri- 
cated and brick-built houses. The makers 
of prefabricated houses can obtain these 
skilled workers only at the expense of the 
building trade, and if this is done a 
serious bottle-neck will arise in the pro- 
vision of permanent houses. Ordinary 
builders will find themselves with a sur- 
plus of bricklayers, and without suitable 
labour with which to finish their houses. 

However desirable it may be to house 
the homeless as quickly as possible, it will 
be disastrous if the provision of short- 
term houses throws the building industry 
out of gear and delays the building of 
permanent homes. 

Hucknall, Notts. 


Temporary Steel Houses. 
To tHE Eprror or The Builder. 
Sir,—Surely it would be possible, as a 
temporary measure, to house the house- 
less after the war in the many excellent. 
camps and converted buildings which have 


JOHN Pius. 
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been ‘erected all over the country at the 
cost of millions of pounds. 

These camps have every amenity, and 
are delightfully situated, and will, I pre- 
sume, be unoccupied after the war. If, as 
may be argued, the camp should be situ- 
ated too far away from industrial areas, 
transport could be supplied, as is now 
done for war workers, and, in my opinion, 
one life under such possible conditions 
would be preferable to existence in flats. 

To cover the country with thousands of 
painted ‘steel units seems to be an unneces- 
sary expense ; they cannot help being blots 
on the landscape, as they are by no means 
attractive from an architectural point of 
view. 

It would be interesting to know what 
will happen to them when they reach their 
allotted span of ten years. Will they 
remain unoccupied or go to salvage? 

SrepHEN WILKINSON, 
A.F.C., F.R.1.B.A. 
(late Chief Architect, Lancs County 
Council). 


Public Ownership of Land. 
To tHe Eprror or Zhe Builder. 


Sir,—In response to Mr. G. B. J. 
Athoe’s letter in your columns, may | 
summarise the position as I see it—with 
particular stress on the town-planning 
aspect? 

(1) In English law, the owners of the 
land of Britain are the people—through 
the King. 

(2) The great question—the question 
that must be settled if any broad town- 
planning proposals or reforms are to be 
other than theoretical—is how to make 
the land economically available for such 
activities; how to see that private title 
to land shall not be permitted to hold 
from use land necessary for the fulfilment 
of schemes for reconstruction. 

(3) Most planners and surveyors will 
agree with my statement that speculation 
in land is a great obstacle to. building 
progress. 

(4) The first step towards reconstruc- 
tion and the provision of new communi- 
ties is to obtain the land to build upon; 
and it is notorious that lands which are 
being valued at an almost nominal value 
for rating and taxation to-day are lands 
which are held up for exorbitant prices 
when they are wanted for building or 
road construction. 

(5) These high values are. not due to 
the efforts of the holder of the title but 
are directly created by the surrounding 
community. 

(6) Private developers and public autho- 
rities know that all actual or proposed im- 
provements increase the price of land in 
their locality; making land more difficult 
to procure; throwing additional burdens 
on rates and taxes and putting public 
money into the pockets of speculators. 

(7) What is the remedy? Seeing that 
the land of a country belongs to the 
people of that country, and as they can- 
not labour without using land, it would 
seem but just that the owners (the people) 
should collect the rent on their own .pro- 
perty. 

(8) Many people who would see the 
justice of such an argument would never- 
theless consider the absolute nationalisa- 
tion of the land to be too much like row- 
ing against the tide of public opinion. 
There is, however, a method by which 
land could be made available, a method 
which I think would be with the tide. 
That is to let the existing holders retain 
the title to the land, taxing them on its 
saleable value, whether the land is in use 
or not. .This method would secure for 
public purposes the value which attaches 
to the-land b reason of the presence and 
activities of the community. 
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(9) Thus, to institute a tax on -land 
values would enable a high measure of 
relief to be given to taxes as they now 
stand, on the products of labour. 

Concluding, 1 feel sure that an exami- 
nation of such a proposal, having regard 
to its justice, practicability and economic 
soundness, would ensure nation-wide sup- 
port from those who believe that planning 
has as its chief aim the attainment of a 
higher social state. 

ArtHur C. WILKINSON, 
P.A.8.1., A.M.T.P.I., M.R.San.I. 
(Chartered Surveyor). 
Liverpool. 


[Other Correspondence is unavoidably 
held over.—ED. 


BUILDING INDUSTRIES 
NATIONAL COUNCIL 


TWELFTH ANNUAL MEETING. 

THE 12th Annual Meeting of the Build- 
ing Industries National Council was held 
on May 4. The Council approved pro- 
posais, inter alia, to send a deputation 
to the Minister of Reconstruction on the 
needs of the post-war building pro- 
gramme, for holding a further building 
congress later in the year to consider the 
effect of rent control on building activity, 
and to initiate wider research into build- 
ing costs. 

A report was received from the General 
Purposes Committee covering the ac- 
tivities of the various committees during 
the last six months. It was reported that 
immediate effect had been given to the 
general recommendations adopted at the 
preceding meeting of the Council for the 
expansion of the Council’s activities, 

The Sub-committee on Technical and 
Industrial Research has been preparing 
submissions on those aspects of prefabri- 
cation and standardisation which can 
appropriately be dealt with by the in- 
dustry as a whole. The sub-committee 
has also under consideration the future 
needs of the industry in respect of re- 
search, and to this,end is making a sur- 
vey of the present research erred 
centred in the industry’s own establish- 
ments, 

The Fire Prevention Panel has now 
nearly completed drawing up recom- 
mendations for legislation on means of 
escape from fire and of a code of prin- 
ciples to be read in conjunction with 
such legislation. The Council’s public 
relations services continue to operate 
through the inquiry service.and other 
routine channels, 

The following were re-elected as officers 
of the council for the ensuing year :— 
President: Mr, Leslie Wallis, J.P. 
Senior Vice-President: Mr. Howard M. 
Robertson, M.C., F.R.I.B.A., §.A.D.G. 
Junior Vice-Presidents: Mr E, OC 


Harris, F.S.1.; Lieut.-Colonel C. W. D. 


Rowe, M.B.E.; Mr. Perey Thomas, 
O.B.E., P.R.I.B.A.; and Mr J. - 
Stephenson, J.P. Honorary Treasurer: 


Mr B. S. Townroe, M.A., DJL., J.P., Hon. 


A.R.I.B.A. Honorary Secretary: Mr. 
I. Ernest Jones, M.A., B.Sc. 

Mr. Wallis, in a brief presidential 
address, stated how important it was in 
* these days that.a major industry such as 
building should. have the strongest 
possible machinery for speaking with a 
single authoritative voice in its relations 
with the Government and the public; 
only through such means could the in- 
dustry renders its maximum efficient 
service to the public. 


Post-War Building Studies. 

Tue following Post-War Building Studies 
have been issued by the Ministry of 
Works: ‘‘ Standard Construction for 
Schools ’?; ‘‘ Steel Structures ’’; ‘‘ Plas- 
tics’; and ‘‘ Gas Installations.’”?’ H.M. 
Stationery Office, price 6d. net each. We 
propose to review these reports at an 
early date. 
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UNDISCLOSED 
COMMISSIONS 
AIRFIELD CONTRACTORS SENT FOR 
TRIAL. 


THomas Swan, of Chorley Wood, Herts; 
Robert Douglas Swan, his son, of Ucking- 
ton, Gloucester; and Harry Hoyle Ash- 
worth, of Crookhall, Consett Durham— 
directors of Thomas Swan and Co., Lid., 
Durham—were at Bow Street Police 
Court on April 26 committed to the 
Central Criminal Court for trial, accused 
of conspiring to defraud the Air Ministry 
by failing to disclose commissions re- 
ceived in connection with the construc- 
tion of a £186,764. airfield; and, further, 
attempting to obtain £6,299 from the 
Ministry by falsely gene that they 
had not received such commissions. 

They pleaded not guilty and reserved 
their defence. Bail in their own recog- 
nisances of £500 each was allowed. 

At a previous hearing, Mr. Christmas 
Humphreys, prosecuting, said there was 
nothing wrong in the company receiving 
the commissions from their suppliers; 
the alleged crime only began when they 
failed to include them in their prime 
costs, on which remuneration was based. 

Mr. Hen Hawker, until recently 
managing dicectar of Henry Hawker 
(Burton), Ltd., transport contractors, 
said he agreed to supply tarmac at 19s. 6d. 
a ton and red ash at ls. a square yard. 
Thomas Swan told him he should require 
commission, and to cover this the prices 
bg raised respectively to 22s. -and 
1s. 3d. 

Further evidence was given that Build- 
ing Supplies (Derby), Lid., London-road, 
Derby, supplied Swan and Co. with 
material for the airfield and allowed a 
rebate of 24 per cent., and, in some cases, 
a further 2} per cent. 


Mr. Leslie Wallis Becomes a Pavior. 

Mr. Lestre Watts, J.P., President of 
the B.I.N.C., and immediate Past Presi- 
dent of the National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers, has been elected a 
member of the Worshipfal Company of 
Paviors. 
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PROGRESS IN ELECTRIC 
LIGHTING 


LORD WOOLTON ON NEED FOR 
STANDARDISATION. 


Tue hope that electrical manufacturers 
would adopt national standards for domes- 
tic - electrical equipment,: and that they 
would tackle with renewed determination 
the effort to standardise voltage and 
secure a greater uniformity in tariffs was 
expressed by Lorp Woo.tron (Minister of 
Reconstruction) in a speech to the Electric 
Lamp Manufacturers’ Association at their 
annual luncheon, held at the Savoy Hotel 
on May 3. 

“‘A considerable improvement in the 
standard of life is wanted by the people,”’ 
declared the Minister. ‘‘ Progress depends 
on the range and progress of consumption. 
It is good for people, both personally and 
industrially, to be able to move their 
households easily from one. place to 
another, and when people move they 
ought not to. be put to the expense of 
having to scrap their electric fittings 
because the voltage differs or the plugs 
do not fit.” He looked forward to the 
time when electricity would be in every 
house and every farm. Light was the 
killer of dirt and electricity killed 
drudgery. He made no comparison be- 
tween gas and electricity—both had their 
place in the scheme of things. 

In conclusion, the Minister said : ‘‘ The 
electricity industry has served the nation 
with very great distinction, May it 
continue that work, at an ever decreasing 
cost to the consumer.”’ 


The CHatrman (Mr. Charles F. Dickson) 
drew attention to the co-operation which 
the war years had brought about between 
the Electricity Commissioners, the supply 
undertakings and local authorities, the 
architects and the contracting. industry, 
in the equipment of countless factories 
where either new or replacement installa- 
tions had been provided. There was still 
a big task in bringing up to the new 
standards the lighting of numerous fac- 
tories which had not been so equipped. 
That co-operation must be maintained and 
extended in a post-war field of recon- 
struction which meant the lighting of 
,000,000 new homes and 4,000,000 old 
premises; 1,000,000 retail premises, and 
50,000 miles of streets. Here the Elec- 
tricity Commissioners could play a 
supreme part in progressing the stan- 
dardisation of supply. Prior to the war, 
13,000 different ratings of lamps were 
being made. In the post-war period he 
hoped, too, that the industry would be 
permitted gradually to resume its own 
ee For some time State con- 
trol might be thought necessary, but the 
industry would like, as soon as possible, 
to exchange for the word “‘ control "’- the 
words ‘‘ guidance and co-ordination.”’ 

Earlier in the proceedings, Dr. C. C. 
Paterson, F.R.S., gave an ‘extremely 
interesting and well-managed demonstra- 
tion of the development of electric light- 
ing from the original 60-watt carbon 
filament lamp to the modern fluorescent 
lamp which gave nearly three times as 
much light as our most efficient filament 
lamps and twelve times as much as the 
carbon filament lamp for the same amount 
of electric power. These fluorescent lamps 
matched daylight, and could be used for 
reinforcing natural light in many types of 
building. 


The MARS Group. 

Proressor ©. H. Remy has accepted 
an invitation to become an _ honorary 
member of the MARS Group. 


F 
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INDUSTRY AND ITS 


NATURAL LOCATION 
URGENT NEED FOR GOVERNMENT 
DECISIONS. 


Mr. H. C. Hartanp, F.1.0.B., Presi- 
dent of the London Master Builders’ 
Association, was the guest of honour of 
the Glasgow Rotary Club on Tuesday. 
His subject was ‘‘ Industry and its Loca- 
tion.”’ 

During the war (said Mr. Harland) our 
industries have been revolutionised. 
Modern industrial machinery has been de- 
signed and produced with the all-absorb- 
ing motive of defeating our enemies. In 
this, what ingenuity and skill have been 
evolved, but at what cost—economy has 
not been considered. As a stimulus to 
roduction targets of output have been 
Cased so low that output has not only 
been maintained but in many cases greatly 
increased over a peace-time basis, even 
with the best of our workers in the 
Fighting Services. 

On a post-war basis we shall have seri- 
ously to consider if we can afford what 
war conditions have made essential, for it 
is obvious to even a casual observer that 
we have become extravagant in our 
methods. After the war we shall have to 
get back to more careful methods to en- 
sure not only that we obtain full value 
for what we pay for, but also give full 
value for what we receive. 

We are essentially an exporting country, 
and if we wish to maintain standards we 
must not only hold markets but increase 
them. We can only do that by producing 
a better article at a competitive price to 
enable us to utilise trade balances to im- 
port the necessities and luxuries which 
such standards require. 

To-day in this country there are many 
well-meaning people who, thinking of 
town planning for the future, seem to 
ignore facts and the dire needs of the 
peoples of our land. I have no quarrel 
with them for having an ideal, but let it 
be subject to facts and possibility. 

If we were starting from ‘‘ scratch ’’ we 
could plan this country ideally, but it 
would require several generations to 
accomplish. This country is established, 
and we simply cannot upset the whole 
society by an upheaval in planning and a 
reversal of policy. Let us face facts. 
Around industry and the industrial areas 
has centred community of life—homes, re- 
ligion, social services, and amusements. 
Not many places exist without industry, 
and because of industry there has been 
development as we know it. Populations 
have increased in these areas, and it has 
been their concern to attract other indus- 
tries. Industrialists, in establishing new 
ventures in a district, consider: (1) The 
suitability of the district for producing 
their product; (2) the availability of 
labour actually in the area; (3) rail, canal 
and road access; (4) proximity of raw 
materials and cost of delivery of such 
essentials to the site; (5) proximity to 
world markets—accessibility to rivers, 
docks and harbours. 

Now in many areas the ideal require- 
ments are never obtained, so that it be- 
comes a matter of pros and cons. The 
only people who can do this are those 
responsible for marketing their products, 
that is, those who by their enterprise seek 
to establish an industry. Private enter- 
prise is therefore the key to the situation, 
and for others to stifle or direct spells 
frustration and lack of enterprise and 
expansion. 

Each local authority should still be per- 
mitted, within the powers possessed in 
Town Planning, to allocate areas within 
their boundaries where new industries may 
set up and nothing should be done by the 
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Government of the day to prevent private 
enterprise from setting up where business 
can be made a success, as can only be 
decided by those responsible. 

Decentralisation of industry was pro- 
ceeding prior to the war, and it is a 
continuous process. Many firms:in con- 
gested areas of large cities find their em- 
nloyees are not housed in sufficient com- 
ort from a health point of view, and 
from the point of view of contentment of 
mind, to produce satisfied, willing 
workers, with consequent loss, from a 
purely economic view, of output. When 
these firms sought to expand they found 
that on all sides they were cramped and 
unable to provide the healthy workshops 
which modern standards require. These 
two facts have frequently decided ‘firms 
with advanced views on health and con- 
tentment of their employees to cut old 
haunts and connections and-seek new ones 
where there has been foresight in town 
planning to admit of the erection of light, 
airy’ and spacious factories in pleasant 
surroundings, coupled with such a balance 
of planning as to permit the workers to 
live within such proximity to their work 
as to enable them to have their midday 
mea] at home. This is the kind of de- 
velopment which will satisfactorily settle 
the problem of location and ensure pro- 
duction on such a basis as will meet all 
competition. 

There has been a great outcry in’ cer- 
tain quarters about the migration of’ in- 
dustry, which everyone deplores. _Dis- 
tricts should be made attractive to indus- 
trialists, not only to induce them to 
remain where they are but also to expand 
there, but there should never be a veto 
on industry to prevent location. 

Let the Government without delay 
make known its policy, concluded Mr. 
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Harland. It should be on the lines: (1) 
That, within the limits of all local autho- 
rities, areas may be planned to accommo- 
date industries; (2) that, to prevent undue 
and cumbersome expansion of districts, 
open belts of land should be allocated as 


lungs for industrial neighbourhoods; (3) 


that, to assist distressed areas, the advan- 
tages of such towns and cities be brought 
before private enterprise as possessing all 
that manufacturers require and by offer- 
ing land and accommodation at economic 
rates to attract new industry. Beyond 


‘this national planning should, not go in 


respect of location of industry. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Replanning of London. 

Mr. R. Morean asked the Minister of 
Town and Country Planning whether, in 
the replanning of London, he would con- 
sider advising the local authorities con- 
cerned to replan the large area of dilapi- 
dated and second-rate property around 


Covent Garden for the purpose of first-. 


class commercial development, partly 
with the object of improving a decaYing 
district and partly to, check the com- 
mercial movement westwards from the 
City to Mayfair which imperilled the 
amenities of this residential area which 
largely attracted visitors from abroad. 
Mr, H. Strauss said it would be for the 
London County Council in the first in- 
stance as the Planning Authority for the 
area to consider how this Jand should be 
pee. and Mr. Morgan might wigh -to 
ring his suggestions to their notice. 


Selling Prices of Houses. 

Mr. Matuers asked the Minister of 
Health whether he was now in a posi- 
tion to make a statement of Government 
policy with regard to control of the 
— of houses becoming available for 
sale. 

Mr. WILLINK said he was not. The 
matter was one of very great difficulty. 
It was under close consideration and one 
must see that any scheme was fair to 
both sellers -and buyers and _ was 
workable. 


Suitability of Land. 

Mr. Woop asked the Minister of Health 
whether his Department or the Ministry 
of Agriculture possessed an overriding 
power in deciding whether land desired 
for housing purposes by any local author- 
ity was more suited for this purpose or 
for agriculture; and how many cases of 
difference. of opinion on such an issue 
had already arisen? 

MR. WILLINK said that the arrangements 
under which land was proposed to’ be 
bought by local authorities for housing 
purposes provided for consultation 
through the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning with all the interested 
Departments, ineluding, of course, the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
concerned. He was not aware of any 
differences which might have arisen 
which had not been satisfactorily settled. 


Thames Amenities. 

Sir ALFRED Knox asked the Minister 
of Town and Country Planning if 
he would intervene to prevent the 
extension of the buildings of the 
Taplow Paper Mills on to Mill and 
Glen Islands in the Thames between 


- Maidenhead Bridge and Boulter’s Lock 


in order in the local and national in- 
terest to protect this reach of the river 
from further desecration ? 

Mr. W. §S. Morrison said that the 
owners of the Mills referred to in the 
question were at present conducting 
negotiations with the local Planning 
Authorities with a view to making an 
agreement under Section 34 of the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1932. Such 
an agreement, if concluded, would re- 
quire his approval before it could become 
operative, and it would not, therefore, be 
proper for him to make any comment on 
the matter at this stage. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE 


AS AND. FROM 2nd APRIL, 


1943 


{Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors} 
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t Plus 2d. per working day. 


t Plasterers 2/1}. 


§| Tradesmen’s Labourers, 1/73. | Navvies and General Labourers, 1/6}. 


§ Joiners, Plumbers, Bricklayers, Tilers and Masons receive 2/- per week or 4d. per day Tool Money. 
Nore,—Carpeniers, Joiners and Plumbers in all Towns and Districts (other than Birkenhead and Liverpool) receive 2d. per day Tool Allowance, 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 391. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS* 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large quantities of materials.at works at/London stations, or’ site, in London area as stated. Prices 
for smaller quantities ex merchant’s warehouse will of course be higher. Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at 
the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. The prices of soft woods are for cash on delivery. 


BRICKS, &c. £ s.. de 
First Bina) GMOs. os hesashenvs dylan sine 416 0 
Second Hard Stocks. ....e0<seccseseeess 9.0 
bee hley tag, ane ee By eee eee 316 0 
Single Rough Stocks ........ccccvcsees 3°10 
CoM BRRGKS °55)d. 50.0 0's's 6 ondvicd cee ces 3 0 6 


All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 
obtained from job to job. In addition, .Abere will be 
the Levy under the Bricks (Charges) Order, 1942, of 
3s. per 1,000. ae 

Site in 
London London 
Rated. ».Area, North 
2% in. Phorpres. Stations of Thames 
A discount of 6d. 1,000 only per 1,000 per 1,000 
& dd. s. 


monthly account, d d. 
5, ERS Tepe oy eee ee 57 0 67 0 
PONE ka co Cli lic tonnacesethith 59 0 69 0 
Single Bullnose ....... bonne e volveh 77 («0 87 0 
ROS 2 i... Ui ShiGiipaceclln o ebed 77:0 87 0 
Whites;i..'...564 Yee re 77 6 87 0 

Hosi d. 

Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London Stns.) ... 11 12 0 

Do. Bullnose (London Stns.) ........ 12 2 0 

Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) .......... 10 9 6 
Best Stourbridge Fire Brick (London Stns.) :— 

fis. d. £ sd 


24 igs 2... 4% FOO . 3in.8 8 Gace 12 0 0 
Gvazep Bricks (London Stns.). Add 124% to Prices. 
Best White Ivory D’ble Str’tch’rs ....38 10 0 
and Salt Glazed D'ble Headers . 35 100 
Stretcher ....30 0 0 Oneside&twoends 39 10 0 


Headers........ 29 10 0 Two sides&one end 40 10 0 
Quoins, Bullnose Splays and 
and 44in.Flats 36 10 0 Squints ........ 38 00 


Second Quality, £2 per 1,000 less than best. Cream 
and buff, £2 extra over white. Other colours. Hard 
Glaze, £5 10s. extra over white. 

App Levy On Bricks, 3/- per 1,000 except Glazed 
Bricks 

" PARTITION SLABS. 


: Delivered on site London Area. 
j * PHORPRES ’’ HOLLOW PARTITION BLOCKS. 
. 


s. d. s. d. 

2” per yd. sup. .. 2 8 3” per yd. sup. 3 6 

ay” aban 7 base Bibbs P'S SSW oe 3 10 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 

2” per yd. sup. 111 3° peryd.sup. .. 2 6 
a ptr Sthass 2-3 ‘4*>,, grcet as 6 
CRANHAM TERRA COTTA. 

Size 12 x9 x 2” per yd. super ............-00- a | 
Size 12 x 9 x 23” ai? | Spd, So'v"e tote a SORA AR EEE a9 > 2 11 
Size 12x9x3* ,, od ‘ateto’eerero'e sem be ee ee ese 3 6 
Size 12x9x 4” ots tetererete idibelivicens 3 10 
HEMPSTEAD—KEYED Two SIDES. 
bog oom > et 2 8: .42? a OP'S 3 6 
12° x 9° a 2h"... 2 10 92 Oe. 3 10 


Per yard super d/d. Free on site, London. 
Pius 2d. for smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth 


both sides. 
STONE. 


Bath STONE.—Delivered in railway trucks at s. d. 

Westbourne Park, Paddington,G.W.R., or 

South Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. cube .... 3 34 

Beer STONE—RANDOM BLOCK— 

Free on rail at Seaton Station per ft. cube 

Delivered free on rail Nine Elms, S.R._ ,, 

Selected approximate size one way, Id. per 

cubic ft. extra, selected’ approximately 

three sizes or for special work, 3d. per 
cubic ft. extra. 
PORTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, S.sRly., South Lambeth 
Station, G.W.R., and Westbourne Park, 
Paddington, G.W.R. .... per ft. cube 4 7 

Do. do. delivered on road waggons as above 
eae Os Pe perft.cub. 4 7 

White basebed, 3d. per ft. cube extra, 

Note.—1Id. per ft. cube extra for every tt. 
over 20 ft. average and 4d. beyond 30 ft. 

Horton-Woop STONE— 

F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, s. 

Random blocks from !0ft. and over P.ft.cb. 13 


Sawit CWO GUO oi. 6 on 0c 0100000 osisidsed 
Sawn three or four sides............-.+- , 
York Stone, BLue—Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
30 ft. super) ......... +++ per ft. super 
6 in, rubbed two sides, ditto - 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 
dom sizes) .......-- a 00ee 
2 in. to 2} in. sawn one side slabs 
(random sizes) (paving) gi 
14 in. to 2in. ditto ......4... ia 


Harp YORK— 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
Scrappled random blocks .. per ft, cube _ 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
40 ft. super) ........ ..++. per ft. super 
6 in, rubbed two sides, ditto “ 
4 in. sawn two sides slabs (random 
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sizes) . 
3 in. ditto ditto ...... o” 


SNrwW Aw a 
Ceuw on 


2 in. self-faced random flags.. per yd. super 


CAST. STONE. 


Delivered in London area in full van loads, per ft. 
cube : Plain, 7s. 6d. Moulded, 8s. 6d. 
Small section cills and copings, Ils. 


SAND. 
Thames Ballast ...,.. 11s. 6d. per yd. 
ee oe ee delivered 
aa ya 2 miles 
Washed Sand..... pg eS radius 
Zin. Shingle ...... Os. Gt. «5. ket Padding- 
7 in. Broken Brick Sis. GE: vn ¥ ee ton. 
Pan Breeze: .:... ss. i See 
CEMENT. 


Best British Portland Cement. Standard rove t 


tion, delivered London area. s. 

6 ton loads and upwards site .... per ton 2h. .0 
1 to 6 tons site ....54..... Bat at ths enste 2-14 0 
Alongside Vauxhall in 80-ton lots ........ 2°38 © 
** Ferrocrete ” Rapid Hardening Cement— 

6 ton loads and upwards site ............ a ae 
1 Gomes ale... 3 iiesci lnhS koe dee 300 
Alongside Vauxhall in 80-ton lots ........ 214 6 


“* Aquacrete ”’ Water Repellent, “ Blue Circle” 
cement, 30s. per ton on ordinary “‘ Blue 
Circle” prices. 
* Colorcrete ’’ Nos.1 and 2. Coloured rapid 
Hardening Portland Cement in6ton lots 411 0 
“ Colorcrete ”’ not rapid hardening, accord- 
to colour, from £7 to £15 10s. per ton. 
* Snowcrete ” White Portland Cement (in 
free paper bags) ............-e.ee0e- 1..5° 28 
Under one ton .. a a percwt. 0 13 2 
“417” Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 
Delivered Site London Area in 6 tons lots 
and upwards 3. isiceean i. cee ek ZeDbeds 311 0 
Plus packages at current prices. 
Super Cement (Waterproof), bags extra. 4 1 0 
Nore.—Jute sacks charged at 35s. 6d. nett per ton 
(20 sacks) for quantities of or exceeding one ton. 
Less than one ton Is. 9$d. nett each. 
Credit Is. 6d. nett each when returned in good con- 
dition within two weeks, 


£s. d. £ s.d. 
Roman Cement 8 10 0 Keene’sCement,White 7 0. 0 
Parian Cement 7 00 A nse Pink 6 10 0 


Cementone Colours for cement according to tints, per 
cwt. from £3 5s. Od. 


SLATES. 


First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, 
carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. 
Per 1,000 actual £  s. 

a by 12 ..s. 38 eS 
22 by 12 
22 by I! 
20 by 12 
20 by 10 















Having Secured 
the Contract— 

what about the 

Steel Scaffolding ? 
TUBULAR 





SCAFFOLDING 


For the lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW 'RD., N.'W.10 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 











PLASTER. 
£8.’ d; fe d. 
Coarse, Pink.... 4 2 6 Sirapite, Coarse 4 11 6 
White.. 410 0 Finist4"19 "6 
0 
Above prices for 4-ton loads and over London Area. 
Best Ground Blue Grey StoneLine 3 1 0 
Lias Lime .. 3 7 6 Chalk Lime?... 3 1 0 
Granite Chippings 2 0 0 Hair percwt. .. 3 15 0 
Nore.—Sacks are charged 1s. 9d. each, and credited 
1s. 6d. if returned in good condition within three 
months, carriage paid. 
Stourbridge Fireclay m paper bags, £2 12s. 6d. 
6-ton lots at railway depot. 


” ” 


TILES. 
Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 
of not less than 6 toms ..........22.-: . Per, 


f.o.r. London. 
Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or 


Staffordshire district ...... Ve canto nas 12 9 
Ditto hand-made ditto ......... ot) CR ee 
CORNER, GUD «oon gigs bo sb be vecsee es 8 7 0 
Hip and valley tiles—Hand-made ...... 16 4 
(per dozen) —Machine-made .... 18°°9 

HARD WOOD. 

1 INCH AND UP THICK. 

Average price for prime quality Foot -, 
s. d. s. d. 
Dry English Wainscot Billets .... 16 0 to 018 0 
Dry Slavonian Billet Wainscot .. 17 0 to 1 0 0 
Dry Cuba Mahogany logs ...... 21 Oto 1 4 0 
Square-edged Honduras Mahogany ........ 016 6 
Log Cut Honduras Mahogany ............ 017 6 
American Figured Oak ..........--+++. .. 013 0 
American Plain Oak...........--.00+0+ +0, O 8S, 30 
Jap, Figured’ Oak ......0....sceee Sept ave 013 0 
Say FIMO 20s. oio sc clap Vb occcctcvecevage 012 6 
Mk ash. Seine MEME ihe he che ddauer 015 6 
American Whitewood ........-...seeeee0s 012 6 
African Whitewood ............... pi he 08 0 
African Mahogany ............-e00. cecoe Mh 
Australian Walpt ; . on 55 05 .cccccccs ésa0.0e 019 0 
Australian Silky Oak ............00005 emer Oke 8 
Best Scotch glue ......... evihveweens percwt.5 0 0 
Liquid glue.!.........:. Sele occ per gallon 1.2 OU 

SOFT WOOD. 


MERCHANTABLE BriTISH COLUMBIAN PINE, 
Minimum. Maximum. 
Scantlings in imported sizes £4: -@ aR § 
2in. by 3in. to4in. byilin. 47 0 0 538 0 0 
PLANED BOARDS. 
Prime CLEAR BRITISH COLUMBIAN PINE. 
Per standard. 


s. d. 
Ce WEVA cccceersceent © sangeet 


1 in. by 11 in 

1 in. by 9 in. Per square. 
s. ° 

1 in. plain edge flooring .............0006: 56 3 

WE Ul, ON Se cosic sacme ee seu sce ada a eso o... Mee 

1 in. tongued and grooved ...............- 56 3 

SS 3, MNES 5 9: viel Suis crate bees cckapabeca 70 6 

MATCHING. per square 

Ss. 

NS eae caine wit his fos io am, ¢ ene eat 40 0 

be pes oy Deke Fer aa ry -. 45 3 

BE re da pn whee Get otis sth Feet ts cles cee niem 539 

PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
Delivered in London. 
M.O.H. 


S.D. Brscocxs CruTCH HEAD, For [RON 
in. 2 in. 
3/- 51/— per doz. 
Tomer Bis Cocks For IRON. 
+in. 2 in. 
'_ 72/- per doz. 
S.D. srop Cocks For IRON. 
Zin. Zin. lin. I}in. Ihin. 2in. 
33/—  48/- 86/— 209/— 281/- 456/- per doz. 

S.D.S. Cocks wiTH Two UNIONS For LEAD. 

Zin. Zin. Lin. 1} in. 14 in. 2 in. 
45/- 77/6 123/- 240/— 372/— 624/— per doz. 
Dousie Nur Borer Screws. 
Zin. Zin. Lin. 1} in. 1} in. 2 in. 
5/6 6/8 I1/—- 24/- 36/- 56/~ per doz 
Heavy CroyDon BALL VALVES. 
sin. Zin. Lin. 14in. 14 in. 
72/- 115/- 144/— 288/- 384/- per doz. 
CAPS AND SCREWS. 
1} in. 3 in 2. 3. y in. 4 in. 
14/- 18/6 25/9 45/3 /9 71/6 per doz. 
Brass SLEEVES. 
lh in. Zin. 3in. 34in. 4 in. 
10/9 13/6 25/— 37/- 46/— per doz. 

Leap TRAPS WITH Brass CLEANING SCREWS. 
14 x6 Ibs. 14 X 6 lbs. 2 x 7 Ibs. 3 x 7 Ibs. 
Lead P. 26/- 34/- 55/- 92/— per doz. 
LiadS. 34/- 41/-- 67/- —115/—per doz. 
SoL_pER.—Plumbers’, 1/7. Tinmen’s, 2/1. Blow pipe 
2/6 per Ib. 





* The information given on this page has been 
specially ome for THE BUILDER, and is copyright. 
The aim in this list is to give, as far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should be remembered by those 
who make use of this information. Prices are subject 





to 24 per cent. cash discount. 











3 in. 
4 im. 
5 in. 
6 in. 
Gaski 


IRON. 
qué 
TRON. 
Mild 
Mild 


Soft § 


Genu 
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Size, 











May 12-1944 THE BUILDER * 391 



























































TK | ee el 
PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS (contd) . BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 
See Note at top of preceding page. 
METALS Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from February 1. Every 

Joists Gmpens, ac. to Le LONDON STATION. PER TON endeavour i yes or" to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 

oists, cut teeeeeeeeeee Grade Classification A Al A2 A3 B Bl 

Fe ere ete i ao 4| CMBR tecenns. SM ZR UA Uns: be Aa 

Front Wie sb. ncn echac i onc ace 35 0 0| Labourers ........ 1/7 1 /63 1/64 1/6 1/54 1/54 
Note.—These prices are for standard pieces and not Aberdeen rf Dumfriesshire A2 pe a i A2 
special pieces of an awkward nature. Ayrshire +aAn0 0a A Fa Pig « ———— prams og —— ive waite YR 
MILD EL ROUNDS.—To London Stations, per SUES 0th 72 = ee: exereier=« verurie sesretne Ql Basen waren, + 4 

aslo Sato ee te WA See | ME ced ooms «-«--B_ | Dunoon ......,. . Kincardineshire .. shire ...... 

A . i i a bien ede BBG Kinross-shire ...... A Rothesay ......-.-.A 
Pinmes Sas % piameter. £1 ts 4h | Bridge of Allan <~.°A° | East Lothian’ <7.<17A | Lanarkshire” °<.°°7R | Roxburghshire Az 
Sy. Weds < ony 2215 0 jin.to2jin. 21 $ | Broughty Ferry....A Edinburgh ........ Midlothian ...... A jhe ee een 
ise 2 5 0 Clackmannanshire. .A Fifestire “'........ Monifieth ........A Semsticy, eae, 
WROUGHT TURES AND FITTINGS. Doune A Forfarshire ........ Moray and Naitn B pe a gala 
Deliveries from works. Dunblane... ..... A Glasgow A Newport .......... A Stornowa Bb iepuly’ 5 
Delivering Spee dgaton stack Serthes 0G gree. Dumbartonshire :‘A | Greenock ".1.1:11'A | Peeblesshire ...... A2 | Tayport.....0500A 

Dumfries ........ Al Hamilton ........ A ee rat A West Lothian ......A 
we Pore “2 Ej *This town has its own rates : Masons, 1/94; Carpenters, 1/94 ; Slaters, 1/94 ; Plumbers, 1/10; Pinstorag 1/10} 
% 4 The af /Al is vat ei to the a+ yf Eo present ; Painters, 1/9} and Labourers, 1/5. . 

Light weight ...... 514 — a 4 S74 ‘ormation given in this table is copyright. ates of wages in England and Wales are given on page 38 

Cal ightweigh ded - 44 z ¥ “ot —— — 

Galv. lightweight .. =— RNI 
Galy. heavyweight af we 20 a a” 20 VA SHES, &c. - ‘ / 
ubes and tubulars sizes ” /#” inclusive, charged extra er gal on. 

of 5% less fs. d. E SCOTTISH BUILDER 
Fittings. “ig ne “ less yey . ote a> gl eWhie’e c Whine o bin alar Outside : 16 2 TH O 

erms. —Nett cash of mont olowing te o ine 10. Cpeecccesescesce ” 
invoice. Carriage paid on lots of £10 nett value and a corel Page edtsaccheccevens od ; 4 ; NEW BUILDINGS 
over. a | ee ee ee ee 
- i id BAILLASTON.—Plans prepared for new 
Weaes himerig i$ one eT i ad Bele Opa ! Carriage Ria 4 ; $ 2 offices, for which the architects and quantity 
oe Dr ends. Floor Varnish PRT re bape eh Inside i . 4 a a tC ‘ Sn rahe " Davidson & Son, 6, 

Sit fevcee seh MM. 5 ine © PAPer: ow eee eee eeee . ” - 

Sdlinc/aeler deo pwaax etl 1/7 1/4 . | Fine Copal Pldebs iA. 0c coe * 82 40 GREENOCK.—Corporation to construct six 

FID, dnreceseccnedsanes 1/7 1/6 Fine Copal Fiatting....... eeeee » 1 2 ©} houses at Charles-st., for which the architect 

4S cla ety <aidng <o@ers are 1/8 7 Hard Drying Oak ............ ” 1 0 ©} jis David L. Henderson, Old Harbour Trust 

Sih Aah cas eee Santaccens 2/ 2/0 9d. Fine Hard Drying Oak ....... . ” } , ; Offices, Wallace-sq., Greenock. 

O.C. GuTrTers. — ag « VERE, 3028.00 ee sf 114 0 LESMAHAGOW.—Plans in hand for dairy 

ZUM, cece scene eee eeeeee Se eS eee  aeaen too. ecg eed i al 1 4 6| byre at Dumbraxhill Farm, for which the 

ry Ie we eee cece eee ceeeee at iat - Best Japan Gold Size ........ X32 114 6| architect is W. Dodds Bertram, ‘urfholm, 

ithe) ealrtcetcpibih voeun LS gee ee pee ig ts Sere "9, e 4 

ob ea centns ERE Hees Best Black Japan ..............+.+++--- 0120] Lesmahagow. 

ae EPEAT SRA YRS oe a is is Oak and Mahogany Stain (water)........ 014 «0 PAISLEY.—Corporation, from plans by the 

ALE eke) ope Ea TI, TE occ cncpecccenoatetcens oo 6 Housing Architect, to erect 78 houses at 
ae Py sme ies =. “Is. Branches, | BOtlift, Black... 02... .e.eseeeeeeeeeee 0 16 0 Ferguslie. 

ep a Oe Stock angles. | French aod Brush Polish. 1.000.202.1001 0 14 0| , PORT GLASGOW.—Corporation, from plans 
2/23 1/52 2/2 Liquid Dryers in Terebene Oil Gi by own architects, to erect, at Broadfield 

fae a a LEAD, fe. reteimane eins te tall 
: c. — Buteshire rchitects, 
ro Ae Hot at iy Por.too aed pee Luise, Bassinet to prepare plans 

. 5 : “| for a public schoo 
(Delivered in London.) £6“ 

NETT PRICES. RUTHERGLEN.—H. & S. G._ Alexander, 

Tonnage bork tra — i BH sac Aagoron en 4 lb. and up . ; - B 4 Eastfield, Ruthergien, have plans i in hand for 

-ton lots, 24 percent. §—S|_~—s«~éPipe: in coils ............. . ; 
L.C.C. Coatrp Soi Prres—London Prices, ex Stock. Soil pipe... 6.05. 055 Fe ve — be 2 new timber drying kiln at Eastfielc 
Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. nents: me 7, 3 CosMe He es ea. cls Se dS SE DDS 4 

2 iM cep cmaen tense pit bao sy She Note.—Country delivery, 20/- per ton extra,’ lots iol —_ = 

2} iM. 22-40. oa eecceesees 4/5 yf 10} 3/ it under 3 cwt. 4/- per cwt. extra_and over 3 cwt. and LASS 

3 ieee eee iat Paya) fo ape eg under 5 cwt., 2/6 per cwt. extra. | Cut to sizes, 4/- per G . 

ry ha spd obees Shred chee Ps) 3 2 ; 14 e/a cwt, extra. SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY st AAZING QUALITY 

Sacer reeeceesr cessor CUT 
LCC. Coated Drain Pree. O66 Soe) ot Lenten OO ET pee eo wentionsnn. 
cwt. qr. Ibs, per. yard, Bends. Branches.| ““" “°°°*°°**°"" d. 

aa io eae 6/0 7/3 11/6 IRON, oi <d cevvnnccuns sogcorcts we Gb eG ec cape he, 38 

Phy ee) BE Ai AS ae, io ” quality........ eereseeese 

Pr oe Sa eet a) 2. 14/5 26 on. Cae or RS pei cto opr guces cat a 

A tee igs She sschenb ns BAUR. 2 Mont SAMs 32 OW ad nice oa LSS TGEUBIS Sec sigesdeosuse 8k 

6ia 2 Bob sniodes 12/9 17/0 29/8 

Gaskin, 75/- per ewt. Ae The of ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND FIGt FIGURED 

er on basis THEDRAL, ETC., 1 
in Fondon. | | Hall Mark Craftsmanship}. om Tene "per 
a had We IESG. ds BUTS re ae 

IRON. i Crown, Merchant sabopuig sper - st double rid jie ees op. 7a 
Gils <nnbs at Secedbecri<s Kenan been fetAbo ti. occs pies By 

tron. Staffordshire Marked ars’ °°°° Pepin Rowe cant eet eee, white............ 6d. 

Mild Steel Bars .......seeeeeeceecnece 1915 0 Figured rolled and Cathedral, tinted .......... 94d. 

Mild Steel Hoops «..+-++-00+s eee enee- zi 30 8 IR RAID Ralkad MONE Ls lee hear e ech tcenccter es : 

oo lpereny nid gy a Reeded, Broad Reeded, Cross Reeded and Chevron | 
Der fon (EWO-7OR 1OtS), id, Bi tent “ORES '5. Leet ST 
ae aes Cm ee ener 2417 6 DAMAGE REPAIRS nani, + tn ek the same price as rough cast double 
BARES § oc i ccceminceecs g0.0an ceosee ed. 
a —_ Gouesweas okie eee eeuet cama e 25 s § roll Per ft. 
BAUS orc cccccevevesscccccccece § 
ted Sheets, 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 

Galvanised Coinigned Shetty 6H ie 9 — | | LASS SUPPLIED | | wie Rots sim tik ....eescesseesess 8 
24 pause oe 27:10. 0 Wire Cant, $ in, thick LcadtekiWowes eeheds See 
2 » 0 dee e US oid late ciewiels vated . Georgian Wi Se rulibans 0-5). 50ck be clas he 

fede DN de Giliniedl ih kes ob 15 0 IN g ee Pelee eapmemparneent. ter 

Galvanised Flat Sheets, C.8. and C.A.— rays or GLAZING asnind ye Ton. va & S 
ZY GAUGE Noe B50 cle ae se cesesevndae o wae 8 Cast, $ nl | ER pba eg Be 
24 BAUBe eeesssccevees eee eceeeenes 29 0 0 8 mic Lo ri ag 
eter cern Skt % 3.8/| SHOPFRONTS amo PLATE GLASS J): So"igbpee coo ys 

r on ' eee twewewne 
fs. d. REPLACEMENTS RECEIVE mrgarited: «iy -- amctnompnony > 
Cut Nails, 3 in. and up ....... erry ae 28 10 0 IMMEDIATE ATTENTION ay Pope nege! oe aaa oY Be Biati A Be. 
ALL NerTrt. “ ” Per ft. 

METAL Wrnpows.—Standard sizes, - suitable for “ Vita” Pl la? La De thick — = d. 
commie lepeaes, See ee Conde To 7. super..-...-+0++. Sedan eek ae 
coats, and delivery to job, average price about 2s. 4d. é TD Over 7h tbe” sc. clceeee POST LES3 gre 
oh © | | «vice ™ Sheet Glass, about 18/2002°°00.0002 2 0 

PN he ger bot li onmoeens 2 a 

Raw Linseed Oil (5 galls.) he per gallon 1." gp... e@©60hdi Ss im. thickness ..... velit ovoutyetsssosis Bi 

Boiled Linseed Oil (5 galls.) . Gite 4 England's Largest Bit Senos ots Gide str nent 

Genuine | Ground English White Uead, vasa g g fy in. ge ae Glass prasait 2.9 

saeteecwee Cea Was hdmae rede dse P s. 
Gassian » White Lead Paint, 4. tins free, 416° 6 Glazing Contractors. P.B. 1—8 in. x47 in. x3 ones Z or nets 
r cwt. P.B. 2—5}in.x x ake si 

Genuine Red Lead ........+++ ” 218 6 100 WESTMINSTER BRIDGE RD., S.E.1 P.B. 74 | in. x7 in. ee See 

Linseed Oil Putty (Kegs extra - 1 5 3 , P.B. 32—79 in. x74 in, X34 in. saved 61 fy 

Utility Putty (Packages returnable) ” 1/3 9 Ring: Waterloo 6314 Radiused Corner Bricks to match up with— 

Size, XD quality .......0.-e- fkn. 049 (6 lines) PB. 4 g neste 
Turpentine substitute can be obtained and prices 0 ” 

vary according awality. tc fom 3/8 gallon upward: * 
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LONDON WORKING | RULE 
AGREEMENT 


PREVENTION OF DISPUTES AND 
TRAVELLING EXPENSES. 

In our issue for April 28 appear parti- 
culars of alterations made in the revised 
London Working Rule Agreement re- 
cently. approved by the National Joint 
Council and operating as from February 
1, 1944. From the appendix of the same 
document we now reprint two sections 
of special interest to all connected with 
the industry—namely ‘‘ Prevention | of 
Disputes in the Building Trade” and 
‘Travelling Expenses of Men ‘ Directed’ 
to Jobs and Shops.in London.” 


PREVENTION OF DISPUTES IN THE 
BUILDING TRADE. 


For the information of Members of 
the L.M.B.A, and their General Foremen 
it is thought advisable to publish as a 
supplement to the "Working Rule Agree- 
ment the following particulars relating 
to what is known as “ Green Book ” pro- 
cedure. 

Rute 9. N.J.C. AGREEMENT.~-Rule 9 of 
the Rules of the National Joint Council 
for the Building Industry provides that 
any difference or dispute that. may arise 
in any locality or likely to involve mem- 
vers of any party affiliated to the National 
Joint Council for the Building Industry 
should be dealt with in poems hm with 
the procedure set out in the National 
Emergency Disputes Agreement (com- 
monly teferred to as “Green Book” 
procedure). 

GREEN BOOK ‘PROCEDURE. PROCEDURE 
BEFORE REFERENCE TO DISPUTES COMMISSION, 
—The' Agreement relating to Emergency 
Disputes provides machinery for dealing 
with any dispute or difference which may 
arise, and further provides that pending 
the use of the machinery there shall be 
no stoppage of work. It has been agreed 
with the National Federation of Building 
Trades Operatives (L.R.C.) that. in the 
event of any question arising affecting 
one or more sections the Secareiion 
Steward shall bring the grievance of the 
men, whatever it may be, to the notice 
of the General. Foreman. - If the: matter 
is not adjusted the. Federation Steward 
shall report forthwith to the Secretary of 
the National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives (L.R.C.). 

In the event of the differences affecting 
only one section the appropriate Steward 
shall report to his own Society, who shall 
arrange for an Official to visit the job 
and interview by’ appointment the 
General Foreman. If after this interview 
the grievance still exists the Society 
should immediately communicate full 
particulars in writing to the Head Office 
of the Firm and ask for an appointment 
for a Representative of the Society to 
interview a Principal of the Firm. Fail- 
ing anya attention or if the interview 
has been granted without satisfactory re- 
sult the Society to send a copy of the 
correspondence to the Secretary of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives (L.R.C.) with a view to the 
grievance being submitted to a Regional 
Disputes Commission’ which gonsists ‘of 
three Employers’ and three Operatives’ 
Representatives. In the event of no 
decision being reached, the Joini Secre- 
taries are required to report forthwith 
to their respective National Secretaries 
who may arrange for the submission of 
the difference or dispute to a National 
Disputes Commission. 

GENERAL FOREMEN AND STEWARDS.— 
General Foremen are requested to note 
that should.they be approached by the 
Federation Steward careful consideration 
should be given to any request submitted 
on behalf of the workmen, or any sec- 
tion of them, employed ‘apen the job, 
and if agreement is not reached report 
should be made forthwith to the Head 
Office of the Firm. 

Where no Federation Steward has been 
appointed. a ‘Sectional Steward may 


approach the General Foreman. 


THE BUILDER 


L.M.B.A. ‘Rute. 21 (vi)—-Members are 
reminded of Rule 21 (vi) of the Rules of 
the Association, which requires them, 
should a strike be threatened or take 
place, before taking any action, to give 
notice. to the Secretary of the London 
Master Builders’ Association who, under 
the direction of the Officers, shall take 
appropriate action. 

he National Fedération of Building 
Trades Operatives veep have issued 
Instructions to Federation Stewards. The 
Association consider it advisable _ that 
Members and General Foremen should be 
made acquainted with these Instructions, 
and they are printed below. 

Ticket INSPECTION.—With regard to 
paragraph 4 Members are reminded that 
Rule 11 of the Working Rule Agreement 
prohibits Ticket Inspection! during work- 
ing hours. 

GENERAL FOREMEN AND FEDERATION 
STEWARD.—With regard to paragraph 5 the 
Association have advised the Operatives’ 
Federation that the Federation Steward 
should not approach the General Fore- 
man during working hours except in 
eases of emergency. 


Instruction for Federation Stewards. 
Issued by the National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives (L.R.C.). 

QUALIFICATION, — 1. All Federation 
Stewards must first be accredited 
Stewards for their own Sections, 

ELecTion.—2. Federation Stewards must 
be elected by the existing Stewards fune- 
tioning on the Job. 

Dutizes.—3, To report monthly the state 
of organisation on Report Card to the 
Regional Office. 

4. To arrange Ticket Inspection, once a 
month or as may be required, and to co- 
ordinate the efforts of the other Stewards. 

5. To act as Representative of the men 
in all matters that require negotiations 
with the Foreman. 

6. To report particulars to the Regional 
Office in writing failing settlement of any 
matter in dispute. 

7. To take no action that would lead to 
a stoppage of work until official sanction 
is given by the Federation. 


TRAVELLING EXPENSES OF MEN 
*“ DIRECTED” TO JOBS AND SHOPS 
IN LONDON. 

The following is copy of Declaration of 
the National Joint Council for the Build- 
ing Industry dated March 30, 1943, as 
amended by decisions of the National 
Emergency Committee of September 22, 
1943, and March 3, 1944:— 
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When a National Service Officer com- 
pulsorily» DIRECTS an Cperative to pro- 
ceed a distance greater than two miles 
from the National Service Office at which 
he normally Restore to a particular job 
or shop in London for employment by a 
particular Employer under the Emergency 
Powers Act or Defence Regulation 584, 
this shall be regarded as the equivalen: 
to the sending of that man by the em- 
ployer (or at his behest) from the 
National Service Office at which he norm. 
ally registers, and thereupon the man 
shall be. entitled, in respect of daily 
travelling, to the allowances set out in 
London Working Rule 6 (a), sections 1b, 
C, D, E or F, whichever is appropriate. 

This principle is to be maintained s» 
long as compulsory directions of this 
type by Nationa] Service Officers are pre 
scribed in the relevant legislation, but 
thereafter (unless ‘the Rule is meanwhile 
constitutionally amended) the position 
will revert to that contemplated normally 
in the Rule—namely, that the sending of 
men for the purpose of National Work- 
ing Rule 6 is conditioned by the freedom 
of the: Employer to send or take on at 
the job and of the Operative to choose the 
employment he would accept. 


Revision of Rule 6. 

In printing some of the revised clauses 
of the London Working Rule Agreement 
in our issue for April 28, a paragraph 
relating to Rule 6 was inadvertently 
placed out of order. The revised rule 
should read :— 

Rute 6. ALLOWANCES.—Paragraph C.— 
“Is, 6d.’ has been substituted for 
“Is, 3d.”; Paragraph D.—‘ 2s. 6d.” has 
been substituted for ‘‘1s. 10d.’’; Para- 
graph E.—“‘ 4s.’ has been substituted for 
“*'3s. 60." 

The following paragraph also to be 


- inserted at the end of this Rule: — 


‘* A Tool Allowance of 2d. per day shall 
be paid to plumbers in respect of the 
provision of and up-keep of tools in 
accordance with the Notice issued by the 
National Joint Council for the Building 
Industry dated March 24, 1943. List of 
tools can be seen at the offices of the 
London Master Builders’ Association and 
the National Federation of Building 
Trades Operatives (L.R.C.).” 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


The Editor welcomes authentic information for this 

section from architects, surveyors or contractors. 

Items should reach 4, Catherine-street, Aldwych, 
W.C.2, not later than Tuesday morning. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues, Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
MAY 15. _ eae 
Belfast T.C.—Repairs to chimneys at public 
baths. €.8.’s Dept. (Room 88), City Hall. 
Sheffield T.C.—Erection of British Restaurant, 
Holly-street. W. G. Davies, City A., Town Hall. 


5: dake . aul 

Todmorden T.C.—Rebuilding retaining wall. 

S. Greenwood, M.Inst.M.&Cy.E., B.S., Municipa) 
Offices. 


MAY 16. ; 
Birmingham T.C.—Alterations at Thornhill 
road lice station. Manzoni, C.E., 
Council House. Dept., £2 2s. ; 
Burnley T.C.—Reconditioning houses. B.E. 
and §., Municipal Buildings. 
C.B.—Erection of 
dining hall and classrooms at 
B.E. Dep., £2 2s j 
Rickmansworth U.D.C.—3 static water tanks. 
Surveyor, Council Offices. : 
York T.C.—Repairs at 3 houses. C. J. Minter, 
C.E. and A., Guildhall.’ Dep., £1 1s. 
MAY 17. . 
T.C.—Extension of war time 
B.S., Town Hall. 


refabricated 
‘ark School. 


Rochdale 
nursery at Castleton. 


MAY 19. 

Coventry E£.C.—Erection of kitchen block at 
Hen-la. School, D. E. E. Gibson, City. Architect, 
la, Warwick-row. Dep., £2.2s., to City Treas. 

Marlborough.—Construction of. pump _ house 
and reservoir, etc., at Wootton Rivers Estate, 
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J. C. Perter, Steward, St. John’s College, Cam- 
bridge. j . : 

Thornbury R.D.C.—Erection of public cun- 
venience. R. Huntington, $., Counci! Offices. 
{Applications by May 6.) 

MAY 22. 

Weymouth and Melcombe Regis T.C.—Com- 
pletion from dampcourse level of 28 houses at 
Hereford-road, B.E. and §S., la, Frederick- 
place, Weymouth. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 24. 

Thurles U.D.C.—(1) Erection of 35 four-roomed 
houses at Kickham-st.; (2) six four-roomed 
houses at Stradavoher. T.C. Dep., £5 3s. 

MAY 27, 

Merioneth €.C.—Erection of prefabricated 

canteen kitchen and dining-room at Harlech 


School. County Architect, County Offices, 
Dolgelley. 

MAY 29. 
Montgomeryshire E£.C.— (1) Erection of 


canteen kitchen and dining-room at Llandinam 
School ; (2) construction of brick kitchen at 
Llandyssil C.E. School, T. G. Davies, D. of E., 
County Ed. Offices, Newtown, Dep., £2 2s. 
JUNE 3. 

*Belper R.D.C.—Erection of 2 pairs of houses 
at Park Nook, nr. Quarndon, N. Blackwell 
Wood (L.), 3, irongate, Derby. Dep., £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, ETC. 


MAY 15. 
ae T.c Oe aren at various schools. 
3 Office, wei” oy 


Bradford T. oan * external painting 
at City Hospital, Leeds-rd., and Brierley Hall 
sanatorium, City Architect. 

Leeds T.C.—Painting various bridges. W. S) 
Cameron, M.Inst.C.E., C. Eng., Civic Hall. 

MAY 19. 

Abingdon T.C.—External decorating of 12 to 
46 houses. Boro. Housing Manager. 


MAY 20. 

Pudsey T.C.—External painting works (a) 42 
houses Lanes-housing site, 56 houses pcre Hall 
site, and 226 houses Roker-la. site; (b) Wesley- 
st. School, Farsley; (c) greenhouses, Pudsey 
Park; (d) St. Lawrence House. 

Worsley U.D.C.—Provision of overhead wiring 
for post-war lighting and starlight jighting 
L. T. Broome, Town Hall, Walkden, Manches- 
ter. 


MAY 22. 

Bury C.B.—Internal and external decoration 
at various schools. 8. 

Bushey U.D.C.—Internal decoration. of 71 
houses and ore painting of 55 houses. S. 

Chadderton C.—External painting at 
Eustace-st. School; Mnternal painting and 
decorating and external painting at Stanley- 
rd. School. E. and §, 

Newcastle and Gateshead Bridge Committee. 
—Cleansing and painting of steel, iron and 
woodwork of Tyne Bridge. City E. 

Rugby T.C..Contract A.—Internal decoration 
of 56 houses, Croop Hill (1919) estate ;, Contract 
5 —External decoration ef 130 houses Addison- 

(1930) estate. B.E. and §., 23, Murray-rd. 

“whittingham Mental Hospital. —Exterior 
painti A.. Higgs, Acting Clerk and 
Steward, ” the “Hospital. near Preston, Lancs. 

ork E.C.-—Painting work at various schools. 

. J. Minter, City E. Dep., £1 1s. 

MAY 23. 

Leeds £E.C.—Painting and decorating of 
schools and other educational buildings. D. of 
I)., Ed. Offices, Leeds, 1 

JUNE 8. 

Leyton T.C.—Internal and external painting 
and repairs to school buildings. A. P, Howell, 
M.Inst.C.E., B.E. and S. Dep. £1 

NO DATE. 

Wandsworth 8.C.—External painting work at 
houses and tenement flats. Housing Dept.. 
Room 64, Municipal-bidgs., S.W.18. 


ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL 
MAY 16. 
Exmouth U.D.C.—Construction of concrete 
service reservoir with chlorinating station. E. 
and § 


MAY 23. 

Lisburn B.C.—New kitchen at Lisburn and 
Hillsborough District Hospital. R. Ferguson 
and. §. M’Ilveen, 36-38, Scottish Provident 
Buildings, Belfast. Dep., £2 2s. 


ROAD, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
MAY 15. 

Manchester T.C.—Tarspraying 56,000 sq. yds. 
of roads. R. H. Adcock, T.C., Town Hall. 
Dep., £1 1s. 

1 Narrington Gas C.—R:-C. panret and tank. 

. Hughes, B.S., Town Hall. 
MAY 17. 

Carlisle 7.C0.—Tar spraying. City E., 18, 
Fisher-street. 

Cowbridge R.D.C.—Water closets and new 
drains at % houses at Llanbarry. E. Loveluck, 
12, Dunraven-place, Bridgend. 


yds. sup. of roads. 
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MAY 19. 

Daventry T.C.—Construction of approx. 2,270 
lin. yds, of 5 in. dia. spun-iron water main, 
together with pumping station, stilling tanks 
and incidental works. A. “Waters, 
M.Inst.C.E., 25, Temple-row, Birmingham. 


Dep., £5 3s. 

MAY 20. 
Dartford T.C.—Completing construction of 
roads and sewers at Princess-rd. housing 
estate. B.S. Dep., £2 2s. 


U.D.C.—Surface dressing of 38,000 
Robert. Chart, E. and &., 
Yorks. 


Hornsea 
Town Hall, Hornsea, E, 
PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


MAY 16. 
Leicester E.C.—Full-time Teacher of Carpen- 


try. Burnham scale. Registrar, College of 
Arts and Crafts, The Newark, Leicester. 
MAY 22. 

*Liverpool £.C.—Workshop' Assistant in 
Dept. of Building, The Technical College. 
Pig / union rates. D. of E., 14, Sir Thomas- 

, Liverpool. 
MAY 30. 


*Leeds Housing Dept.—(1) Two Principal 
Assistant Architects. (2) One Senior Struc- 
tural Engineer, (3) One Senior Assistant Sur- 
veyor. Application forms from R. A. H. Livett 
(A.), Housing naman Priestley House, 
Quarry-hill, Leeds, 9. 


Northern Polytechnic.—Full-time post of 
Teacher of Building Construction and Allied 
Subjects. Forms of application from R. H. 
pana My C., Northern Polytechnic, Holloway- 
road, N.7 


JUNE 2. 
*Exeter T.C.—City Architect. Must be over 35 
and member of R.I.B.A. £900-£50-£1,000, pins 
cost of living bonus. Applications (no forms 
issued) to C. J. Newman, T.C., Exeter. 


Assistant Master for 
Maths. and General Science, Scarborough T. 
Inst., to begin Sept. 1. Burnham scale. Appli- 
cation forms from Principal, Technical Inst., 
Westbourne-grove, Scarborough. 


JUN 
North Riding £.C.— 


JUNE 30. 
_ *Belfast Education Authority.—Head of Build- 
ing Trades Department at College of Tech- 
nology. #£600-£25-£700 or £800, Application 
form from J. Stuart Hawnt, D. of E., Educa- 
tion Office, College of Technology, Belfast. 


NO DATE. 

*Overseas Employment.—Inspectors of Works 
(temporary) for Nigerian Govt. P.W.D. 
Written applications to The Secretary, Over- 
seas Manpower Committee (Ref. 1360), Ministry 
of Labour and National Service, Alexandra 
House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2. 

*Senior Planning Assistant required for a 
County Council, £400-£500 p.a., plus war bonus, 
Applications in writing, quoting Order No. C81, 
to Ministry of Labour and National Service, 
Appointments Office, 2, Shenfield-rd., Reading. 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Brighouse.—T.C. received sanction to -borrow 
£2,620 for acquisition of Waring Green 
Church and Sunday-school for adaptation for 
Youth Centre. 

Cheadle Hulme. —British Legion branch have 
acquired site adjoining ‘Oak House,” Station- 
rd., for headquarters and recreation facilities. 

Durham.—Miners’ hostel to be built at Plaws- 
worth. Plans by Cackett, Burns Dick & 
McKellar, ag ‘pl., Newcastle. 

Goole.—N.F.S. propose fire station, at £6,000. 

Lichfield.—North Staffs Joint Hospital Board 
propose extensions at Wissage Isolation 
Hospital. 

Lower Penn.—Building Committee propose 
public hall. ; 

Middleton.—T.C. to acquire site for technical 
school. 

Newcastie.—E.C. to remodel Bath-la. school 
as Junior Technical school and to erect scul- 
leries at several more schools. Plans by F. 
Harvey, Education Offices, Northumberland- 
rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—T.C. propose to convert 
empty shops and larger houses into flats, at 
£26,000. lans by R..G. Roberts, Housing 
Architect, 18, Cloth Market, 

North Bromsgrove.—School Managers proposn 
oven of shelters at Coften school, West 

eath, 

Rhodes.—Industrial Co-operative Society, 
Lid.. Chapel-st., acquired premises at Man- 
chester Old-rd., for Boot and Shoe Dept. 

South Kirkby.—Building Committee propose 
public hall. 

Stoke-on-Trent. — T.C. propose additional 
accommodation at ‘‘The Limes” Maternity 
Hospital, Hartshill. 

Sutton.—West Riding E.C. propose nursery 
class at National school. 


BRITISH RESTAURANTS AND 
CANTEENS 


Crook.—U.D.C. to convert old council offices 
into B.R. Plans by E. W. Ayton, 

Glasgow. — Corporation to carry out £4,800 
extension at Kaining Park cooking depot, for 
which the architect is Robert Bruce, Munici- 
pal-bidgs. 

Heywood.—T.C. to prepare plans for conver- 
sion of ground floor of Bethel-st. chapel for 
central kitchen for school meals. 

Liverpool.—Lancashire E.C. propose erection 
of dining-hall at Netherton nF school 
site. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—T.C. approved P.H.B. 
canteens. extensions.at Parkhouse and Hold- 
ditch collieries for Miners’ Welfare Commiis- 
sion, Ashley Court, Ashstead, Surrey. 

Radcliffe.—T.C. approved sites for school 
canteens adjoining Central Senior school and 
at Radcliffe Hall C. of E. scheol. 

Stockport.—Young Women’s Christian Asso- 
ciation, 16, Queen-st., Manchester 2, propose 
erection of two prefabricated buildings for 
youth café, at £2,500. 

Urmston.—U.D.C. 

“ Gateway ” B.R., Flixton-rd. 

Wallsend.—T.C. ‘approved amended plan for 
— for Parsons Marine Steam Turbine Co., 
std: 

_ West Riding.—E.C. propose canteen at Grass- 
ington, nr. Skipton, 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptanee. 

S Denotes accepted subject to modification. 


propose additions at 


{ Denotes accepted by H.M. lovernment 
departments. 

Coventry.—Works for T.C.: For repairs to 

roof of primary sub-station: -*Matterson, 


Huxley. & Watson, Ltd., £700; erection of. first- 
aid room and time office at generating station : 
*H. Derbyshire, £580. 

Durham.—For strengthening and _ general 
improvements to 29 shelters at Hebburn, for 
C.C.: *J. M. Black (Jun.), Ltd., Glen-st., 
Hebburn, at £6,252 

Durham.—For Electric 
shelters at Hebburn, for C.C 
Whitburn, Sunderland, 2352. 

Gateshead.—Erection of canteen at North 
Eastern Trading Estate: *H. E. Pitt, Ltd., 
Leopold-st., Millfield, Sunderiand. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne, — Erection of lavatory 
block: *A. Anderson (Contractors), Ltd., Stan- 
more-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

ilkeston.—For works at West Hallam: *G. R. 
Wilkins & Co., Ltd., Lyon House, Richmond, 
Surrey. 

Lancashire.—Erection of central kitchen at 
Junior and Infants’ school, Penwortham, for 
Lancashire £.C. A. T. Nicholson (F.), County 
Architect, Pogue. bldgs., Fishergate-hill, 
Preston: *P. A. Baines & Son, Ltd., Ribble Saw 
Mills, ei 5 Preston, £3,708. 

{London (Air Ministry). —List. of new con- 
vee to value of £500 or over for week ended 

ay 6. 

General maintenance work: Robert Lawson, 
Leeds; G. E. and W. Wincott Ttd., Nuneaton; 


Lighting at 29 
*W. T. Purvis, 
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Anglo-Scottish Construction Co., Ltd., London, 

S.W.1; Treasure & Son, Ltd., Sh rewsbury. 
Surface-dressing work: The General ae 

Co., Ltd., London, 8.W.1; Irish Roads (Belfast), 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


MEMBERSHIP 1941 — 856 
MEMBERSHIP 1942 — 1,612 
MEMBERSHIP TO DATE — 3,600 
LONDON REGION 37 AREA OFFICES 
PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 


BATE, BRISTOL, EXETER, FROME, 

MANCHESTER, MERSEYSIDE, PLYMOUTH, 

PORTSMOUTH, SALISBURY and TORQUAY. 
(Many Branches in course of formation) 





SUBSCRIPTION £3 .3.0 pa. 


"Phone or write 
Secretary: 
23, Compton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3 
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Ltd., Belfast; J. B. Wafke & Co., Castlerock, 
N. Treland; ” McOreath Taylor. & Coe), \Ltd., 
Belfast ; George Gregg & Sons, Ltd., Larne; 8. 
Sutcliffe & Son, Ltd. ytholmroyd, Yorks. 

Electrical work : General Eleciric Co., Ltd. 
London, W.C.2; James Scott & Co., Dunferm: 
line ; Duncan ‘Watson (Electrical Engineers), 

Ltd., London, W.1 

Erection of shcobertk' W. Neill’ & Son, Ltd., 
St. Helens Junction, Lancs; R. J. McKinney, 
Ltd., Belfast; Sinciairs Steel Erectors, Ltd., 
Manchester, 16. 

Heating and hot water work: F. G. Alden, 
Ltd., Oxford; Mackenzie and Moncur, Ltd., 
Edinburgh, 10. 

Civil engineering work: G. Percy Trentham, 
Ltd., Hillingdon, Middx; MHaymills (Con- 
tractors), London, 5. 

Heating ane ventilating work: Norris Warm- 
f Co., Lid., London, 

nstallation ern 

d., London, 

Me ide work ; "A valter Firth, Ltd., Arm- 
thorpe, nr, Doncaster; William Tawse, Ltd., 
Aberdeen. 


Road work: William Wright & Son (Lincoln), 
Ltd., Lincoln; Bitumimous Road Products, Ltd., 
Middlesbrough. 

Drainage work: Trent Valley (Construction) 
Co., Birmingham, 

London (M.W.B.).—For reconstruction of sur- 
face water drains and construction of lava- 
tory: *R. Talbot & Sons (London), Ltd., £237. 
For roof repairs to premises at Barrow. Hill: 
*H. Nethercot & Co., Ltd., £115 10s. 

{london (War Dept.). —Works contracts 
gees by War Dept., for week ended April 


Teaes: Hutting (erection), Yarwoods 
(Altrincham), Ltd., Altrincham, Ches; Miscel- 
laneous work, L. L. Roberts, Bebington, Ches. 

Derbyshire: Miscellaneous work, P. Bailey & 
Co., Ltd., Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs. 

Flintshire: steelwork, Edward Wood & Co., 
Ltd., Manchester 17. 

Glamorgan : Hutting (erection), 
(Bridgend), Ltd., Bridgend, Glam. 

Middx: Hutting (erection) and miscellaneous 
work, G. Wood, Ltd., London, W.6. 

Wiits : Hutting (erection), E. J. G. Morgan, 
Ltd., Trowbridge, Wilt 

Somerset : nig (erection), Stone & Co. 
(Bristol), Ltd., 

Hampshire : ‘eradwork, G. & G. F. Maidment 
(Poole). Ltd., Parkstone, Dorset. 

Macciesfield.—For structural alterations, etc., 
for provision of X-ray Dept. at Macclesfield In- 
firmary, for Board of Governors: *Allen & 
Hudson, Samuel-st., Macclesfield, £264. 

Sale.—Extensions to works: *D. Jackson, 
Ltd., Springfield-rd., Sale, Ches. 

Scarborough. —Alterations to buildings, for 
Central Tramway Co.: 


. Plaxton & Son, 
Castle Works. Seatosceseh 

Wallsend.—Erection of B.R. at Station-rd., 
for T.C.: *J, H. James, Wallsend. 

Wood Greén.—For (a) redecoration of Cres- 
cent-rd. B.R.; (b) repairs to 688, Lordship-la ; 
(c) construction of equipment store for a 
wardens’ post; (d) erection of three static 


Simmons and Haw ker, 


Wilson’s 
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water ianks; (e) clearance of two sites ; (f) re- 
pairs to 35, Palace Gates-rd.; for T.C.: 

(a) *W. R. Cruse, ae £98 ; (b) +E. 
Jenkins, £52; (c) ).*R. P. Peachey & Sons, Sia: 
£84; (d) *Colcrete, Ltd., Strood, Kent, 2331: 
(e) *Gausdens (Wood Green), Lid., £287 10s.: 
and (f) *Knight & Dunn, £43 5s. 











BUCHANAN & CURWEN ‘". 
ELECTRICAL 
WORK 


Schemes prepared for 


ARCHITECTS 


engaged on Post-War Planning 


ADDRESS: 
66, VICTORIA STREET, S.W.1 
Tel.: ViCtoria 6550 
Also at BRISTOL & LEATHERHEAD 
EST. 1895 











LE MAKERS O 
wri GHTS. IMPROVED AND ALSC 
SHORLAND'S PATENT WARM AIR 
VENTILATING PATTERNS. 


GEO.WRICH 
MEWMAN SY. OXF 








Boyle’s «-si-eump” Ventilator 
OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 
Ventilating Engineers, Emergency Address: 34 MORLAND 








AY., E. CROYDON, SURREY. Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 














BROTHERS 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


of 


Temporary Offices :— 





GALBRAITH 


LIMITED 


CAMBERWELL 


Telephone: SYD. 6235/6 
15-16, TORRINGTON COURT, WESTWOOD HILL, - S.¥.26 























